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USNS Mercy Arrives in Guam, En Route for Pacific
Partnership 2018: Military Sealift Command hospital
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived at Apra Harbor in
Guam March 17, 2018, while en route for Pacific
Partnership 2018 (PP18). The port stop at Apra Harbor
will continue through March 19 and see personnel
conducting mission preparations, conducting routine
maintenance, loading additional supplies onto the ship,
and linking up with mission personnel from the
expeditionary fast transport ship USNS Brunswick (T-EPF
6), the second U.S. ship participating in PP18.
(c7f.navy.mil)
US Navy, JMSDF Participate in MultiSail 2018: Units and
personnel from the U.S. Navy and the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) participated in the annual
bilateral training exercise MultiSail 2018, Mar. 8-14.
MultiSail is an annual bilateral training exercise that
improves interoperability between U.S. and Japanese
forces. In 2018 the focus of the exercise was on
improving fundamental skills such as tracking and
defeating submarines, combatting other surface forces,
live fire training, and interoperability with U.S. and
JMSDF units. (navy.mil)
USS Ashland Arrives in Okinawa to Embark Marine
Expeditionary Units The amphibious dock landing ship
USS Ashland (LSD 48) arrived at White Beach, Okinawa,
March 15 to embark the Marine Expeditionary Unit
(MEU) as part of a regularly scheduled patrol in the IndoPacific. Since deploying from Sasebo on March 8, the
Ashland has been conducting an amphibious warfare
(AMW) certification, which includes several events that
consist of small boat operations, ballasting and deballasting, cargo handling, crane operations, and a wide
range of amphibious landing craft drills. (c7f.navy.mil)
USS Wasp Arrives in Okinawa After Completing Series
with F-35B Lightning: The amphibious assault ship USS
Wasp (LHD 1) arrived in White Beach Naval Facility,
Okinawa, March 15, after completing a dedicated period
of flight operations with F-35B Lighting II. Wasp
embarked the F-35B, March 5, and has been conducting
a series of landings and launches both during the day
and at night, to increase proficiency of both the pilots
and the flight deck crew to operate the aircraft at sea.
(c7f.navy.mil

(12-19 MAR 18)

Assessment:
The mission of the hospital ship USNS Mercy is to contribute working collectively with host and partner nations' assets to
enhance regional interoperability and disaster response capabilities while increasing stability and security in the region, and
foster new and enduring friendships across the Indo-Asia-Pacific Region.
MultiSail 2018 is assessed to assist the U.S. Navy and JMSDF to develop regional capabilities that provide a full range of
options in defense of their interests and those of their allies and partners in the region and around the world.
Ashland is on a routine patrol operating in the Indo-Pacific region to enhance interoperability with partners and serve as a
ready-response force for any type of contingency.
The Wasp ESG is deployed in the region in order to strengthen regional alliances, provide rapid-response capability, and
advance the inter-operability according to the Expeditionary Strike Group concept VMFA-121 Pilots are scheduled to conduct a
series of qualification flights on Wasp over a multi-day period. Following qualifications, the F-35B’s and 2,300 Marines that
make up the 31st MEU will deploy aboard ships of the Wasp Expeditionary Strike Group for follow-on operations in the IndoPacific region as part of a routine patrol to strengthen regional alliances, provide rapid-response capability, and advance the
Up-Gunned ESG concept.
The Strike Group possibly continues a regular scheduled patrol activities in the Indo-Pacific area in order to support security
and stability in the region. These activities also include FONOPs in South China Sea to give a message to China.
In case of realization of the postponed Key Resolve and Foal Eagle exercises due to the Winter Olympic Games in South
Korea may hinder the Trump Kim talks which will take place in May 2018.
The visit of the French Navy’s light patrol frigate to the Philippines shows France as a “Pacific power” that is committed to
“security” and adherence to the principle of freedom of navigation in Southeast Asia. Additionally, France shows its support
towards Philippines against Chinese policy in the region.
French accord with India is a show of solidarity against Chinese stance in the area where French is currently the only
representative of EU with a more definite focus in the waters of Asia Pacific so far.

5.

Carl Vinson Begins Bilateral Exercise with Japan: The
Carl Vinson Strike Group began a bilateral exercise
with the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF),
March 11, during a regularly scheduled deployment in
the Western Pacific. (c7F.navy.mil)
6. South Korea-US Exercises to be “Consistent” with
Previous Ones: US Pacific Fleet Commander Adm.
Scott Swift stressed that joint South Korea-US military
exercises will be held on a scale “consistent” with the
previous ones. He said that all discussions have been
in the context of the consistency of the pending
exercises.
7. French Navy Ship Visit to Philippines Shows France
Commitment to Security, Freedom of Navigation:
The FNS Vendemiare (F-734), a Floréal-class light
surveillance frigate of the French Marine Nationale,
arrived in Manila South Harbor for a four-day goodwill
visit to the country which started on March 12, 2018.
The ship was escorted by a Filipino naval unit to her
berthing area. (manilatimes)
8. France and India signed an accord aimed a military
cooperation in the Indian Ocean: 10 March 2018.
France and India signed an accord aimed at stepping
up military cooperation in the Indian Ocean. Under
the deal signed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Emmanuel Macron, each country will open
its naval bases to warships from the other. They also
signed an agreement to expedite construction of a big
nuclear power plant in India by a French company and
highlighted a solar alliance and cooperation between
the two countries in the fields of defense, security,
technology, space and counterterrorism. (france 24)
9. People's Liberation Army (PLA) Confirms Sea Trial of
Shipborne Railgun: Recent reports by Chinese media
confirm previous rumors that the PLA had mounted an
electromagnetic railgun on a landing ship. Zhang Xiao,
associate research fellow at the Wuhan-based PLA
Naval University of Engineering, said the breakthrough
was a hard-won result after hundreds of failures and
more than 50,000 tests. It Is believed to be planned
for use in future Chinese aircraft carriers. (atimes)
10. China Is Making a Bold Military Power Play: As
lawmakers meet this week to cement Xi Jinping’s
power at home, China’s president is also looking to
boost his country’s military might abroad. He’s
overhauled China’s military to challenge U.S.
supremacy in the Indo-Pacific, most visibly with a plan
to put half-a-dozen aircraft carriers in the world’s
oceans. (bloomberg)

Black Sea CRISIS WATCH
(12-19 MAR 18)

1. Bulgarian Defence Budget to Reach 2% of GDP by 2024:
15 Mar- The defence budget of Bulgaria is set to reach 2%
of GDP by 2024, envisaged in the National Security Strategy,
adopted by Parliament. The main debate in the discussion
was whether the Black Sea region would be demilitarized.
The proposal by the opposition socialist party, BSP, was
rejected. (Novinite News)

5. US Navy Ship to Visit Georgia’s Black Sea City Batumi:
United States Navy 6th Fleet dock landing ship - USS
Oak Hill (LSD 51) arrived in Batumi March 17, 2018, for
a scheduled port visit. “…The port visit to Batumi
demonstrates the shared commitment between the
United States and Georgia to promote safety and
stability within the region…” the US embassy in
Tbilisi/Georgia stated. It also added “the U.S. Navy
routinely operates in the Black Sea consistent with the
Montreux Convention and international law.”
Source: Georgia Today

2. Large Military Training in the Black Sea with Bulgarian
Participation: About 1,700 soldiers from Romania and
several other countries, including Bulgaria, will participate
in the largest military training “Spring Storm 18” between
March 8-15. The exercise, which is under the control of the
Romanian Navy, will take place in the international waters
of the Black Sea. The Romanian Navy has specified that
naval, air and ground forces will be involved in the
maneuvers. Together with the Romanian forces, military
training from Bulgaria, France, Georgia, the United States
and Ukraine will take place in the training. (novinite.com)
Amphibious dock landing ship USS Oak Hill (LSD 51) and the
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) began participating
in Spring Storm-2018 exercise. (U.S. 6th Fleet)
3. NATO Grants Ukraine Status of 'Aspirant Country’: NATO
has granted Ukraine the status of an aspirant country to
eventual membership in the alliance. Georgia, FYR of
Macedonia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina enjoy the similar
status. The next step toward possible membership is
participation in the Membership Action Plan, which outlines
obligations and commitments of possible future
membership. (RFE/RL - March 9, 2018)

4. Anaklia Deep-Water Port Construction: 12 Mar-With
regards to Belt and Road Initiative of China, a deepwater port is being constructed in Anaklia, a Black Sea
coastal city of Georgia. With the construction, port will
handle large cargo vessels up to 120,000 DWT. The
port will serve as one of key ports of the new maritime
corridor between China and Europe.( CSIS, Georgia
Today)

6.

Assessment,
Bulgaria became the second Black Sea littoral NATO country following Romania to set the NATO standard of defence
budget as 2%. This envision shows the Bulgaria’s commitment to deter Russian expansion in the Black Sea region.
Besides US ships conducting exercises with Romania and Bulgaria and port visit to Georgia are the exposition of soft war
by Naval assets against RF while the bells are tolling for the old cold war days.
Moreover, NATO’s claims on the status of Ukraine and Georgia are on the parallel lane with this activities and lately
supported by EUCOM’s statements showing their decisive stance declaring that EUCOM’s Black Sea deployments will
probably continue on all the domains of military forces in order to deter increasing Russian expansion.
While two significant global actors are at podium in a race of whose ego/power is bigger than other, on the other
hand, China, who keeps silence in sayings but very active and effective in action, is step by step knitting her ties with
countries around the globe one by one on the basis of economy and mutual benefits with such as Belt and Road Initiative.
China’s strategy may best be analyzed in the light of ‘The Art of War’ by Sun Tzu.

U.S. EUCOM’s Posture Statement 2018: 8 MarCommander of the United States European Command
(EUCOM) Curtis M. Scaparotti gave a posture
statement to U.S. Senate. On the strategic
environment
of
Black
Sea,
he
said*:
“Russia continues to modernize its nuclear forces and
to develop and deploy long-range, precision-guided
conventional weapons systems. In Black Sea region,
Russia is expanding its anti-access area-denial (A2/AD)
capabilities threatening freedom of movement to our
land forces, our ships, and our aircraft. In the maritime
domain, Russia is making rapid progress with more
capable Kilo-II submarines, and Kalibr cruise missiles.
Russia continues to hold snap exercises and to limit
transparency of planned exercises. Additionally, Russia
continues to intercept our routine reconnaissance
flight operations over the Black Sea, flying dangerously
close to our aircraft and occasionally causing unsafe
conditions for our pilots operating in international
airspace. He concluded that in order to increase
EUCOM’s lethality in the maritime domain and to
counter Russian maritime capabilities additional
maritime
capabilities
are
being
requested.
(EUCOM)
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Horn of Africa CRISIS WATCH
(12-19 MAR 18)

1.

CMF Hosts Maritime Security Conference: 4 mar-The
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) commander hosted a
conference onboard Naval Station Bahrain for more than
150 multi-national military leaders representing 31 partner
nations.The objective of this year's conference was for
multi-national leaders to actively communicate about
challenges, solutions and ultimately, the way forward in
maritime strategy. (cusnc.navy)
2. Big Amount Drugs Seized in the Arabian Sea in One Week:
On March 3 and 4, 2018, HMAS Warramunga conducted 2
boardings in the Arabian Sea, locating over 7 tonnes of
hashish, valued at over $300 Million USD. On 5 March 2018,
the French destroyer Jean de Vienne continued Combined
Task Force (CTF) 150’s recent string of successes by seizing
over 4 tonnes of hashish, valued at over $130 Million USD,
during an operation in the international waters of the
Arabian Sea. On 6 March 2018, Combined Maritime Forces
(CMF) continued its successful operations by seizing 132 kgs
of heroin. Her Majesty’s Australian Ship (HMAS)
Warramunga boarded her third vessel in just 4 days,
interdicting over $30 million USD worth of heroin. CTF-150,
CMF’s counter-terrorism and maritime security task force
seized 12,216 kgs of hashish and 132 kgs of heroin from 3-6
March in the Arabian Sea. All the illegal narcotics were
catalogued
and
destructed
safely
at
sea.
(combinedmaritimeforces)
3. EU NAVFOR 1.7 Million Tonnes of World Food Program
(WFP) Shipping Protected Since 2008: 15 MAR-Since 2008,
1.7 million tonnes of WFP aid has been protected by EU
NAVFOR assets. EU has mandated to protect WFP shipping
by Operation ATALANTA. EU NAVFOR warships has escorted
WFP vessels around the Horn of Africa. They have deterred
pirates from attacking WFP and merchant shipping. They
have also supplied Humanitarian Relief to drought and
famine in Somalia. EU NAVFOR assets have worked together
with regional and international maritime forces to ensure
food security. (EUNAVFOR)

Assessment:
CMF Maritime Security Conference supports the operations in the region disrupting terrorism, preventing piracy,
reducing illegal activities, and promoting a safe maritime environment for all. The remarkable success of CMF assets is a
result of unique coordination and cooperation among partner nations within the task force, however; the amount of
narcotics caught in 4 days is worrisome.
The protection of WFP vessels carrying humanitarian aid by sea to the Somali people is a primary task for the EU Naval
Force. EU NAVFOR manages to protect WFP vessels from a potential pirate attack by providing a warship to escort the
vessel along the coast, or by embarking a highly trained maritime protection team.
In the region; UAE has military and naval bases in Assab/Eritrea, another naval base under construction in
Berbera/Somalia, P&O Ports, a Dubai-owned port operator, has secured the rights to develop the port of Bosaso and UAE
trained and equipped Puntland Maritime Police Force in Somalia as well. All of these activities and infrastructures show
how much importance UAE gives to the region. Even the reason of the ban seems endangering plans, the real reason may
be economic disagreement between Dubai Ports Operator and Somalia Government.
On the other hand Qatar is enhancing her ties with Turkey by providing old US naval base to which is a newer episode
of UAE vs Qatar competition there at the background.
The Trilateral Exercise aims security cooperation, support of stability and freedom of navigation with the support of
partner states against regional threats such as Iran in the area of operations. This kind of exercise also includes searchand-rescue operations, maritime infrastructure protection operations and high value unit protection operations.

4. Somalia Bans Dubai Ports Operator : 15 MAR-MPs in
Somalia have voted to declare a contract with the United
Arab Emirates null and void - endangering plans to
develop a port in the Horn of Africa. Dubai-based
shipping giant DP World wants to enlarge the port of
Berberra in the breakaway state of Somaliland. Somalia's
parliament has voted to ban the Emiratis. The president
of Somaliland has argued the state has a right to enter
into such agreements. The representatives of Somalia's
six federal states in the Senate can not agree on what to
do next. (aljazeera)
5. UAE to train Somaliland forces and build a military base:
18 MAR-The UAE has already started to invest hundreds
of million dollars in the territory on a strategically
important stretch of coastline on the Gulf of Aden. In
2017, the Emirates began construction of a base on a site
at the airport of the Somaliland port city Berbera. They
will be allowed to maintain a presence for thirty years.
Berbera is less than 300 km (190 miles) south of war-torn
Yemen, where UAE troops are fighting rebels as part of a
Saudi-backed coalition. The UAE will train police and
military forces in Somaliland, which wants independence
from war-torn Somalia but is not recognized
internationally. Somaliland broke away from Somalia in
1991 and has acted as a de-facto state since then.
6. Is Turkey preparing to replace US military base in Qatar?
Few days ago, Qatar signed an agreement with Turkey to
establish a naval base which will include a training center
for maritime patrols and monitoring. In addition, 60,000
Turkish soldiers will be deployed across four military
bases abroad in accordance with a new 2022 military plan
set by the Turkish ministry of defense. Two of these bases
are in Qatar. What is the purpose of these bases and why
Turkey is interested in Qatar at this time?
7. Kuwait, Iraq, U.S. Conclude Trilateral Exercise: The U.S.
Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, Iraqi Navy, Kuwait Naval Force
and Kuwait Coast Guard completed a Kuwait, Iraq and
U.S. trilateral exercise (TRILAT) in the Northern Arabian
Gulf. The exercise is a surface engagement between the
three countries assets focused on improving proficiency
in maritime security tactics to help ensure the freedom of
navigation throughout the area of operations. (cusnc)

Mediterranean Sea CRISIS WATCH

6.

(12-19 MAR 18)

1. Exxon Mobil ship arrives for hydrocarbons survey: 14 marThe ExxonMobil survey ship, Ocean Investigator, scheduled
to carry out hydrocarbon explorations in block 10 of Cyprus’
exclusive economic zone (EEZ), arrived on Wednesday
morning at the Limassol port. The Ocean Investigator
arrived at the Limassol port at around 8.00 am to refuel and
pick up equipment necessary for its environmental impact
evaluation in block 10. It sailed from the port of Lavrio in
Greece. (cyprus-mail)
2. Iwo Jima, 26th MEU conducts port visit in Haifa 14 March
2018. The Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima
(LHD 7) and components of the 26th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU) arrived in Haifa, Israel, March 14, to conduct a
port visit after participating in the previously scheduled
exercise Juniper Cobra 2018 (JC18). This is the first port visit
in more than a month since the ship and nearly 2,500
embarked Sailors and Marines departed Naval Station
Mayport, Florida, Feb. 7 as part of a regularly scheduled
deployment. (c6f.navy.mil)
3. Turkish PM claims against Exxon Mobile and the US Sixth
Fleet off Cyprus: According to Greek media, Turkish PM
Yıldırım urged that not only hydrocarbon survey ships of oil
giant Exxon Mobile but also the US 6th Fleet is participating
in a naval exercise in the area 7-18 March 2018
(keeptalkinggreece)
4. Russia Threatens Military Action Against US If Washington
Strikes Syria 13 Mar-Confirming this, one week after the
WaPo reported that the US is considering new military
action against Syria over Assad's alleged chemical weapons
attacks (as on every other prior occasion), the Russian
military threatened action against the U.S. if it strikes Syria's
capital city of Damascus. The threat, by Chief of Russia's
General Staff Valery Gerasimov, was reported by Russia
media sites such as state news agencies RIA and Tass,
according to CNBC.
5. Russia seen sending heavy naval firepower to the
Mediterranean after threatening to strike the US: 14 marThe US and Russia have become engaged in an increasingly
hot war of words over the warfare and suffering in Syria,
and Russia was seen sending heavy naval firepower to the
region around the same time it threatened to retaliate to
any US strikes. Russia vowed to retaliate if the US struck
Syria, by destroying any missiles or launchers used.
(businessinsider)

7.

Assessment:

8.

Presence of US Amphibious Readiness Group (ARG) in the eastern Mediterranean, followed by exercises
with Israeli Navy and port visits to Haifa and upcoming to Limassol is regular show of US Navy in the
neighborhood but this time also have special means at the back ground. They show us deterrence capability
and resolution mainly against aggressive Russian declarations and secondarily as a support to EXXON ships
which are at the same period berthing in the port of Limassol.
As a part of new emerging Cold Era Competition, Military Officials declarations and ships activities are
basically supporting this new set up. Although Russia threatened US against a new strike to Syria, we should
9.
keep in mind that besides destroyers US and also UK submarines have the capability to fire cruise missiles
within or far outside the vicinity of Syrian Coastal Defense. But the US has plenty of options to strike Russia in
Syria if they chose, including air power and ground systems.
While Russian Fed. Sends destroyers into Mediterranean on the other side, NATO has been performing annual
submarine exercise as a show of deterrence capabilities and of collaborative solidarity within the organization
members at Sea.
There is good news in terms of declining daily immigration numbers through Mediterranean but still the
area is a place holding hearth breaking drama each day.

Russian submarine activity at post-Cold War high: 15
Mar- STUTTGART, Germany — Russia submarine activity is
at its highest levels since the 1980s as Moscow continues
to invest heavily in its maritime capabilities, the top
military commander in Europe said Thursday.
“They are deploying more and they are deploying at a
higher rate,” said Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, adding that
the Russian navy is regularly maneuvering from the Arctic
to the Mediterranean. “The forces they are deploying are
being modernized, particularly with their weapons
systems.” While the U.S. remains dominant undersea,
more investment will be needed to keep that edge,
Scaparrotti told the House Armed Services Committee.
(stripes)
NATO’s Operation Sea Guardian “Shape Waters” of
Western and Central Mediterranean: 6 Mar-Three NATO
ships and a submarine, in cooperation with maritime
patrol aircraft, E3 airborne early warning aircraft and
numerous associated ships and submarines, conducted a
focused security patrol in the central and western
Mediterranean Sea February 14th to March 4th, 2018. The
coordination and information sharing with EU’s Operation
Sophia further enhanced the efficiency and reach of this
focused operation. (NATO)
Dynamic Manta 2018: 11 Mar-NATO’s Submarine Warfare
Exercise DYNAMIC MANTA 2018 (DYMA 18) is being
conducted between the 2nd and 16th March off the
Sicilian coast. DYNAMIC MANTA remains to be one of the
most challenging exercises for NATO. It provides NATO
nations’ with an opportunity for their forces to practice
together in a pure joint environment and simultaneously
provides NATO the ability to evaluate and further develop
Allied Anti-Submarine tactics.. (NATO)
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 12,318 in 2018;
Deaths Reach 463: 16 MAr- Geneva – IOM, the UN
Migration Agency, reports that 11,636 migrants and
refugees have entered Europe by sea through the first 73
days of 2018, with about 48 per cent arriving in Italy and
the remainder divided between Greece (29%), Spain (22%)
and Cyprus (less than 1%). This compares with 20,306 at
this point in 2017. IOM Rome’s Flavio Di Giacomo said
Thursday the 5,945 men, women and children arriving as
irregular migrants to Italy this year represents a decline of
more than 62 per cent over last year’s irregular sea arrivals
through this date.(IOM)

