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Greek-Turkish fighter jets engage in dogfights: 5 April.
Greek and Turkish fighter jets engaged in two dogfights
over the Aegean on Thursday, because of another dispute
related with FIR and flight plan issues. While Greek side
waits for an flight plan in each case, on the other side
Turkish side does not issue with the causation that FIR and
flight plan has no application ruling over aircraft but only
civilian ones. (ekathimerini)
Greece intercepts Turkish drone over Rhodes 6 April. The
Greek air force has intercepted a Turkish military drone
with the assertion that he violated Greece’s national
airspace (there is a dispute between Turkey and Greece on
the width of airspace) in the southeastern Aegean, as
Kathimerini reported. It is written that the Turkish Anka
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV ANKA) twice entered Greek
airspace above the Dodecanese island of Rhodes, at an
altitude of 19,000-20,000 feet on Thursday. The drone was
intercepted by Greek F-16 fighter jets that took off from
Kasteli air base on Crete. (ekathimerini)
Erdogan is mad, says Greek Defence minister Panos
Kammenos: 8 April. A new war of words has broken out
between Athens and Ankara after the Greek defence
minister described President Erdogan as “mad” and
accused him of illegally orchestrating the arrest of two
border guards. Panos Kammenos made the remarks in
parliament yesterday , stirring a fresh row between the
two NATO allies. Turkish authorities arrested the two
Greek soldiers last month after they crossed the border in
bad weather conditions as they pursued illegal
refugees..(times)
Kotzias blames escalation of tension on Turkey's
arrogance 8 April. Greece's Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias
has blamed Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
his dreams of hegemony in the region for the recent
escalation in tension between the two countries.
(kathimerini)
Turkey's EU minister calls Greek Defence minister a
‘political comedian’: 8 April. Turkish Minister for European
Union (EU) Affairs said on twitter that EU behaved on the
basis of “neighbourhood solidarity” with Greece instead of
political values and that a principled EU should have
condemned the words and actions of the Greek Defence
Minister Panos Kammenos,” Çelik said. Çelik called the
Greek Defence Minister a ‘political comedian’ and accused
him of making constant provocations (ahval)
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Assessment:
While the relations between Turkey and Greece have been tensed due to the heated dispute in Eastern
Mediterranean on the share of EEZ areas, followingly it is heated up by another chronic problem related with the
ownership of several islets in the Aegean Sea in the first quarter of 2018, nowadays the verbal quarrel among politicians
including ministers in strategical level is being carried to another floor. Nondiplomatic and ungentle claims towards
counterparts, as we mentioned in the former reports, supports their nationalist vote power at home but diminishes
their credibility in global commons which are also supported by interception maneuvers and dogfights of aircraft and
even drones warming up the Aegean skies.
Although a win-win solution for the local actors such as Turkey, Greece, and Cyprus (Greek Adm and TRNC) is a
peaceful economic based one in a framework of mutual understanding and respect, it looks like that they are always
looking for a solution excluding the neighbor. Besides, EU is also keen on a beneficial resolving of the problem including
the issues how to transfer the gas from the source to the west, with the expectation of Eastern Mediterranean gas to
create an alternative source to the Russian one.
The Chemical Attack in Syria and the ongoing declarations and show of force besides much powerful weapons and
platforms of the global actors in the area may trigger a much bigger fire starting locally but affect globally. Trump’s
declarations on the US military status and policy about Syria has been an U-Turn with a Harsh statement on Assad.

8.

Possible scenarios on Transfer of East Med Gas: 3 April . #
April. The first option is via a pipeline to Turkey, but
according to Widdershoven that plan can be written off as
no one wants to go to sea with Turkey. In the second
option, the pipeline runs from Cyprus to Greece and Italy.
This plan is financially unfeasible. 'The liquefaction plants
have become virtually unaffordable.’ A third option is that
the gas is transported to Egypt via a pipeline, where it is
converted into liquid and then easily transportable. Since
the infrastructure is already there, it is assed as the best
executable option by the writer. (Mondiaal Nieuws)
Possible US attack to Syria as a respond to Syrian
Chemical One (Fuse of WW3?) 8 April. President Donald
Trump called out Russian President Vladimir Putin by
name on Sunday for backing Syrian President Bashar alAssad and warned of a “big price” after reports of a
chemical weapons attack in Syria almost a year to the day
since the US struck a Syrian air field after a previous attack.
“Many dead, including women and children, in mindless
CHEMICAL attack in Syria,” Trump tweeted. “Area of
atrocity is in lockdown and encircled by Syrian Army,
making it completely inaccessible to outside world.
President Putin, Russia and Iran are responsible for backing
Animal Assad. (CNN) Joint Chiefs of Staff prepares possible
Syrian attack options and target lists, to present to Trump
within hours, military officials say.(i24 NEWS EN) Russian
Embassy US twitted that; Military intervention under false
and fabricated pretexts in Syria, where the Russian
servicemen stay at the request of the legitimate
government, is absolutely unacceptable and may trigger
the gravest consequences. (RusEmbUSA) Meanwhile,
USNavy Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyers on
deployment in Eastern Mediterranean Sea can be one of
the platforms take part in any possible cruise missile attack
against Syria. It is also in social media that Russia Air Force
& Air Defense Force are on high alert in Syria mainly to
protect their military bases in Tartus & Latakia. Russia's S400 SAM battery is also reported to be on high alert.
(BabakTaghvaee)
After Syria attack, French Call for UN Security Council
Meet 8 April .Paris- French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian on Sunday said reports of a chemical attack in a
rebel-held town in Syria were extremely worrying and
called for the United Nations Security Council to meet
quickly to examine the situation. Le Drian said France
strongly condemned attacks and bombings by Syrian
government forces in the last 24 hours in the town of
Douma, in eastern Ghouta, adding they were a “gross
violation of international humanitarian law.” (jpost)
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Theodore Roosevelt Arrives in Singapore for Port
Visit: 02 APR. Aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN 71), with embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17,
guided-missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill (CG 52), and
guided-missile destroyer USS Sampson (DDG 102)
arrived in Singapore for a regularly scheduled port
visit. (06 APR) The aircraft carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt (CVN 71), along with the guided-missile
destroyers USS Sampson (DDG 102), sailed in
formation with the Republic of Singapore Navy
Formidable-class frigate RSS Supreme (FFG 73) and the
Victory-class corvette RSS Valiant (PGG 91) and they
conducted PASSEX. (c7f.navy)
Pacific Partnership-18 Officially Starts in Indonesia
and in Palau: 02 APR. Service members assigned to
Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy (TAH 19) made the first official Pacific Partnership 2018
(PP18) mission stop in Indonesia where they
participated in a two-part opening ceremony. USNS
Mercy, along with Military Sealift Command
expeditionary fast transport ship USNS Brunswick (TEPF 6), are participating in PP18.(04 APR) Also in Palau,
Pacific Partnership 2018 kicked off in Koror, Palau.
Over 134 military personnel aboard USNS Brunswick
(T-EPF 6) from the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Army and
Coast Guard; British Army and Royal Navy; Japanese
Air, Ground and Maritime Self-Defense Force; and
Royal Australian Navy will conduct medical, dental and
veterinary services and engineering projects
throughout the community while working side-by-side
with local professionals on HA/DR readiness. (c7f.navy)
UN Security Council Blacklists 27 Ships over North
Korea Links: 02 APR. The United Nations’ Security
Council has added 27 ships to its blacklist as part of its
clamp down on North Korea over its nuclear program.
The latest wave of sanctions also includes one
individual and 22 companies which have been involved
in trading of coal, refined petroleum and oil with North
Korean counterparts, which had been declared illegal.
The companies are predominantly registered owners
or managers of ships which were found to have
conducted ship-to-ship transfers of the said goods with
North Korean counterparts dating back to June 2017 to
early this year, thus evading imposed sanctions against
Pjongjang. (world maritime news)
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Assessment:
The U.S. and Singapore have a strong navy-to-navy relationship. This kind of port visits can be assessed as a key leader
engagement aboard which enhance mutual understanding and relationships through direct interactions. It is also assessed that the
strike group will continue on its regularly-scheduled Pacific deployment after departing Singapore, also participating Foal Eagle
exercise and then leaving the area of operation towards home port, San Diego.
It is assessed that PP18’s objective is to enhance regional coordination in areas such as medical readiness and preparedness for
man-made and natural disasters. PP18 is one of the largest annual multinational humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR)
preparedness mission conducted in the Indo-Pacific.
It is assessed that UN sanctions on North Korea over its nuclear program are not working well, especially at sea due to the fact
that it is not easy to control the activities of the ships conduct port visits to North Korea. Even it is detected North Korea breaks the
sanctions, it is not always possible to convince the permanent member of UN, China.
Since 1980s at least three other former presidents have been jailed and another president committed suicide while his family
was being investigated for corruption. It is assessed that South Korea needs constitutional reforms to change the ultra-strong
presidency and correspondingly to end scandals, however, the people can use and show their democratic rights not leaving the
streets to judge the president.
China claims a group of uninhabited islets in the East China Sea controlled by Tokyo. Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands are well-known one
as disputed by China and Japan. The activation of the 2,100 strong ARDB takes Japan a step closer to creating a force similar to a US
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) able to plan and execute operations at sea far from its home base.
It is assessed that not only bad weather conditions, but also the summits to be made between South and North Korea in April
2018 and North Korea and USA in May 2018 are effective for canceling the landing exercise.
It boasts a significant improvement in maneuver and transport support capabilities from the Navy's existing landing ships.
Additionally, these ships, produced by national technology, can be seen as an evidence that Korea is an expert nation on
shipbuilding technology all over the world.
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South Korea's Former President Park, Geun-hye
Sentenced to 24 Years in Prison: 06 APR. Former
South Korean President Park Geun-hye was sentenced
to 24 years in prison and a fine of 18 billion won
($13.1 billion), after being convicted of taking more
than 23 billion won ($16.8 billion) in bribes from the
country's leading conglomerates, including Samsung
Electronics and Hyundai Motor. (asia nikkei)
Japan activates First Marines Since Second World
War to Protect Islands from China: 07 APR. Japan
activated its first marine brigade since the second
world war trained to counter invaders occupying
Japanese islands along the edge of the East China Sea
that Tokyo fears are vulnerable to attack by China.
The brigade is the latest component of a growing
marine force that includes helicopter carriers,
amphibious ships, Osprey tilt-rotor troop carriers and
amphibious assault vehicles, meant to deter China as
it seeks access to the Western Pacific. (scmp)
S. Korean, US Marines Cancel 'D-Day' Landing Drill
due to Weather: 04 APR. The Combined Command in
South Korea announced that South Korean and US
marines have canceled a massive combined
amphibious landing exercise this week due to adverse
weather and participating units in the air and sea
portions will continue training as planned. The
marines kicked off the weeklong Ssangyong, or Twin
Dragon, drills April 1, in connection with the annual
Foal Eagle field training between the allies. Among
the US assets mobilized are the USS Wasp and the
USS Bonhomme Richard. USS Wasp is carrying several
F-35B stealth fighter jets capable of vertical take-off
and landing.(korea herald)
Korea's Navy to Receive New Landing Ship: 02 APR.
Korea's Navy will take over a new 4,500-ton landing
ship featuring speedier and larger-load operations. It
will be the Navy's third same class landing ship (LSTII). The 127-meter-long LST can sail at the maximum
speed of 23 knots, with more than 130 crew members
onboard. (korea herald)
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Romanian PM Dancila on NATO day: We Want to Prove
That We Are Credible Ally: 1 April. PM Dancila: “We mark
the NATO Day, with the same confidence in the security
guarantee that the North-Atlantic Alliance membership
grants us. All these years meant a deep transformation of
the Romanian Army into a truly professional army, but also
Romania's substantial contributions to NATO operations
and missions. It's a path that we took on with all the
responsibility, we enjoy the confidence and respect of our
North Atlantic partners and we want to further prove that
we are a credible and stable ally in the Black Sea region.”
(AGERPRES)
Ukraine to Receive Two Former US Coast Guard IslandClass Cutters: 3 April. The Ukrainian Navy is set to receive
two former US Coast Guard Island-class cutters built
between 1985-87. Ukraine will not be paying for the
cutters; the only costs associated with the cutters would
be transfer expenses and the subsequent training of
Ukrainian maintenance crews. (Naval Today) According to
sources in the Pentagon and the US Senate, Ukraine is
"resisting" such a gift allegedly due to the commercial
interests of the state leadership. (UAwire) (The Jamestown
Foundation)
Oxygen-deprived black sea provides insights on future
carbon budget: 5 April, Scientists are studying the oxygendeprived waters of the Black Sea to help answer questions
about the deepest parts of the ocean and Earth's climate.
The Black Sea, bordered by Ukraine to its north and Turkey
to its south, is the largest anoxic sea on Earth, making it an
ideal natural laboratory for marine geochemists to study
the processes of carbon transformations in the absence of
oxygen. (sciencedaily) (eurekalert)

Assessment:
When its recent military moves (e.g., military modernization, high contribution to NATO, 2% of GDP military expenditure,
statements of MoD and PM) are taken into consideration, it seems that Romania predicts that it might be the next victim of
Russian aggression and try to take precautions accordingly.
With Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014, Ukraine lost 70% of its naval capabilities. In December 2017, the US Congress
approved assistance of coastal defense radars, naval mine and counter-mine capabilities and patrol boats. Patrol boats are
waiting in the US since last July. This is because Ukrainian law forbids Defense Ministry to procure weapons directly abroad.
On Feb. 5, President Poroshenko approved the decision of National Security and Defense Council’s decision about the draft
law “On the National Security of Ukraine.” According to some commentators, those ships were offered to Ukraine back in
2014. There are persistent rumors that local interests owned by some oligarchs want to profit by selling their own overpriced
ships to the Ukrainian Navy. On the other hand, the signing of the contract with the U.S. has coincided with the Ukrainian
border guards’ detention of Russian-flagged fishing vessel providing extra tools to exploit for Russian propaganda machine.
Russia covertly threatens Ukraine to apply the use of force for the detention of Russian-flagged fishing vessel instead of
applying to the rule of law. In the near future, it might use this event as an excuse for its illegal actions against Ukraine in the
maritime domain.
In addition to natural resources, it holds, and it`s strategic position, by being the largest anoxic sea on Earth, the
importance of Black Sea is increasing everyday.

4. Russia Accuses Ukraine of "Piracy," Threatens to
Deploy Navy in Azov Sea: 3 April. The command of the
Russian Black Sea Fleet is ready "to ensure the safety of
navigation in the north-eastern part of the Black Sea
and the Azov Sea water area" following the seizure by
Ukrainian border guards of a Russian-flagged, Crimeanregistered fishing vessel "Nord", a source in the
security agencies of the occupied Crimea told RIA
Novosti. Ukrainian coast guards on March 25 detained
the Russian-flagged, Crimean-registered fishing vessel
Nord in the Sea of Azov, along with her crew of 10
fishermen, charging the Nord of illegally crossing
Ukraine's maritime borders. The captain of the vessel is
charged under Article 332-1 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine (violation of the order of entry/exit to the
occupied territory of Ukraine with the aim of harming
the interests of the country). He faces restriction of
freedom for up to three years or imprisonment for the
same period. Other crewmembers are charged under
Part 2, Article 204 of the Code of Administrative
Offenses of Ukraine (illegal border crossing), and could
be fined from 100 to 300 non-taxable minimum
incomes of citizens or get 15 days of administrative
arrest. Ukraine’s Charge d’Affaires in Russia was invited
to Russian Foreign Ministry and handed a note
protesting the detention of fishing vessel Nord. (Ria
Novosti) (UNIAN) (Kyiv Post)
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UK Opens Permanent Military Base in Bahrain: 06 APR.
Britain has cemented its enhanced and permanent presence
in the Gulf with the opening of the United Kingdom Naval
Support Facility at a ceremony at Mina Salman port in
Bahrain. The £40m UK Naval Support facility at Mina Salman
will be staffed by up to 500 soldiers, sailors and airmen. The
facility will provide an enduring, self-sufficient operating
base capable of meeting the needs of any British warship
operating in the region including Britain’s new aircraft
carriers future flagships HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS
Prince of Wales. (independent.co.uk)
MT Abqaiq attacked in Red Sea 03 APR. The Merchant
Tanker (MT) Abqaiq, a Kingdom of Saudi Arabia flagged
vessel, had been the victim of an attack in the Southern Red
Sea. Then, it was confirmed that the vessel continued
underway and the crew were safe and unharmed. (eunavfor)
Commander of EU NAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta Handover
to Italy: 05 APR. Italian Navy (Rear Admiral Simone
Malvagna) assumed the role of Force Commander of the
European Union’s counter-piracy Operation Atalanta on
board his flagship, ITN Carlo Margottini, during a ceremony
held in Djibouti port. The Deputy Operation Commander
(DCom) from Spain Navy (Rear Admiral Alfonso Nanclares)
was exercising command in absence of the Operation
Commander.(eunavfor)
ESPS Patiño Crew Train with Tanzanian Navy in Dar Es
Salaam: 03 APR. EU NAVFOR Spanish Warship Patiño played
host to members of the Tanzanian Navy during a port visit to
Dar Es Salaam. During the visit, the Tanzanian forces had the
chance to train with the Spanish crew, who demonstrated
advanced techniques in Navigation and Damage control
procedures. The Tanzanian forces improved their basic skills
in damage control exercises. This included firefighting, the
use of emergency air supply escape sets and heat detection
techniques on faulty electrical equipment. (eunavfor)
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Assessment:
In addition to UKMCC in Bahrain which is a command element supports British vessels deployed across the Persian Gulf
and the Indian Ocean and to exercise command and control of those ships, the Naval Support Facility will also play a central
role in the UK’s ability to operate in the region, and will be the hub of the Royal Navy’s operations in the Gulf, Red Sea and
Indian Ocean.
It is assessed that MT Abqaiq incident was not a piracy attack and it is likely to be related to the ongoing conflict in Yemen;
however, no further activity with relation to the incident has been reported. It is strongly recommended to increase
operational activities in order to prevent all the potential threats in the region.
EUNAVFOR with the leadership of Italian admiral and flag ship will continue this vital operation, to deter, prevent and
repress piracy and also to protect World Food Programme shipping.
It is assessed that working together with international partners to improve maritime capabilities is essential to the
continued success of Operation Atalanta, which combats piracy, off the coast of Somalia. This kind of training supports the
development of maritime capabilities in the region, vital to ensure maritime security.
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command cancelled the remainder of exercise Alligator Dagger in response to two separate
aviation incidents in Djibouti. Alligator Dagger is a routine, scheduled training event involving U.S. personnel and operations
in the vicinity of Djibouti and Arta Beach Range. Both incidents are currently under a joint investigation.
As it is indicated in the 2017 Piracy Assessment (http://www.behorizon.org/2017-piracy-assessment/); piracy incidents in
West Africa tend to be more dangerous than Horn of Africa because they are often well armed and more violent.
Additionally, they may kidnap and/or injure the crews. All waters in/off West Africa are risky; even up to 170 nautical miles
from the coast, attacks have been reported in 2017. To combat piracy in these regions, steps in the right direction must be
taken, and it requires more cooperation, coordination, and collaboration between countries.

U.S. Aviation Incidents and Exercise Alligator Dagger in
Djibouti: 03 APR. An AV-8B Harrier pilot ejected during
takeoff from Djibouti Ambouli International Airport,
Djibouti. The aircraft would assign and embark aboard the
amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima, but it crashed. The
doctors said that the pilot was in stable condition. There
are no reports of injuries to personnel on the ground nor
damage to infrastructure at the airport. The airport is
open. The cause of the accident is under investigation. In a
separate incident, a Marine CH-53 Super Stallion
helicopter suffered structural damage during a landing at
an approved exercise landing zone at Arta Beach, Djibouti
in the same day. The aircrew were not injured during the
landing and the helicopter has remained at the landing
site pending additional assessment. (cusnc)
South Korea in Efforts to Rescue Sailors Kidnapped in
Waters off Ghana: 02 APR. South Korean Foreign Ministry
expressed that unidentified pirates appeared to have
kidnapped the three Korean sailors, along with one Greek
national and one Ghanaian national April 2, and used a
speed boat to take them away. The three Korean sailors
were working with over 40 crew members, mostly from
Ghana, on a 500-ton fishing boat named Marine 711 in
waters off Ghana when nine pirates hijacked the ship. The
pirates steered the Marine 711 toward the waters of
Nigeria and they abandoned the vessel as the Nigerian
Navy sent a warning and transferred the three Koreans
and two other foreigners to a separate speed boat to get
away. South Korea has sent a frigate which has been
operating in waters off Horn of Africa, to the sea off
Ghana, and is cooperating with other nations to rescue
three South Korean sailors supposedly kidnapped by
pirates. It is scheduled to arrive in the nearby sea on April
16. The pirates are yet to contact the owner of the ship or
the Korean government to demand a ransom for the
release of the Koreans. (koreaherald)
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Russian Caspian Flotilla Moving from Astrakhan to
Dagestan: 2 April. Russia plans to move its Caspian Flotilla
headquarters and most of the ships from Astrakhan to
Kaspiysk, Dagestan. Full exchange will take 3 to 5 years.
According to Vladimir Bogatyrev, a military expert,
Astrakhan is at the mouth of the Volga river, it is not
proper for the action of a large group of ships. On the
other hand, in Kaspiysk ships can move directly to the sea.
Kaspiisk is geographically more convenient for building the
Navy base as there is a lot of space in this city, and most
importantly, unlike Astrakhan in Kaspiisk, sea water does
not freeze in winter and sufficient depth at the shore. And
in Astrakhan, shallow water. Therefore, it was decided to
place the Navy base of the Russian Federation to the
south, so that sea vessels could be unhindered. Russia has
new ships, increased the composition of the marines and
therefore Dagestan Kaspiisk was chosen as suitable for
deployment of the base. The Caspian Flotilla of Russia was
berthed in Baku during the Soviet era. In 1991, after the
dissolution of USSR, it moved to Astrakhan. (CSEF – Center
For Strategic Estimation and Forecast of Russia)
(Turan.Az)(Lragir.Am)
Azerbaijan-Iran Signed Ground-Breaking Agreements: 28
Mar. Memorandum of Understanding on the Joint
Development of Relevant Blocks in the Caspian Sea was
signed. Note that between Baku and Tehran there were
serious disagreements regarding the delimitation of the
Caspian seabed and joint energy cooperation at sea. In July
2001, Iranian warships attacked the Azerbaijani research
vessel Caspian Geophysical, which was exploring the block
of offshore Alov-Araz-Sharg fields. Since then, the work
there has been discontinued. Among the signed
agreements, the financing of the construction of the
Astara-Rasht railway section in the territory of Iran attracts
attention. Azerbaijan will provide Iran with a $ 500 million
loan for the construction of this railway, which is part of
the North-South transport corridor. (Azvision, Azertag,
Contact.az)

Assessment:
Russia’s increasing naval development in both Black Sea and the Caspian Sea suggests that it seems determined to set both
seas as its priority region of influence.
The upcoming Astana summit; Azerbaijan-Iran MoU on the Caspian blocks can be seen as the predecessor of the agreement
between Azerbaijan and Iran on the delimitation of their adjacent sectors in the Caspian Sea. Off-shore Alov-Araz-Sharg fields
are undoubtedly in Azeri sector according to median line principle which can be seen as universal delimitation principle on
the base of equity and proportionality. We don’t know what at stake was between Azerbaijan and Iran, but agreement on the
joint development of Alov-Araz-Sharg fields is apparently at the expense of Azerbaijan’s sovereign rights. On the other hand,
the railway deal complements the recent tri-lateral partnership among Russia, Iran, and Azerbaijan and marks the axis shift of
Azerbaijan from the West towards the Eurasia and SCO.
Iran-Turkmenistan summit; the most important topic on the agenda was agreements on hydrocarbons production and
transportation; however, we witnessed no deal on hydrocarbons. This might be the sign of lack of understanding on the
delimitation of the Caspian Sea and absence of Iran’s consent on Trans-Caspian Pipeline between Turkmenistan and
Azerbaijan.
North Caspian Oil Company, the operator of the Kashagan off-shore oil field of Kazakhstan, has production expansion plans.
If they are realized, the territory of Azerbaijan will emerge as an additional export corridor for Kashagan’s oil via the BakuTbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. As it is stated on the Company’s website, oil is planned to be transferred to Kuryk port by an on-shore
pipeline and then via tankers [or via a future pipe across the sea which is cheaper] to Baku. However, Caspian Pipeline
Consortium’s recent expansion plan is probably for the Kashagan’s excess production. Note that, this reasoning is in line with
Russia’s westward energy transit policy from Central Asia. Also note that Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan have plans for
constructing pipelines across the Caspian Sea to Azerbaijan, but Russia and Iran oppose pipelines bypassing them.
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Tehran-Ashgabat sign 13 pacts, MoUs: 27 Mar. Iran
and Turkmenistan signed 13 cooperation documents
and memoranda of understanding in Ashgabat. The
inked documents were in cultural, artistic, scientific,
educational, customs, agriculture, aviation and
youth&sports fields. (Mehr News)

4.

Caspian Pipeline Consortium to Expand Its Capacity:
27 Mar. Caspian Pipeline Consortium (CPC),
comprised of Russian, Western, and Kazakh oil
companies, which carries petroleum from Northern
Caspian to Novorossiysk port on the Black Sea, will
expand its capacity from 35 million metric tons
annually (MMTA) to 67 MMTA. Incremental volumes
of crude oil production and supply from Kazakhstan
and Russia will use the expanded capacity. (CPC)

