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Greece reinforces land border with Turkey to stem flow
of migrants 29 April 2018. Athens rushes to counter fears
of new crisis after arrival of nearly 3,000 people in April.
Greece has rushed to reinforce its land border with Turkey
as fears mount over a sharp rise in the number of refugees
and migrants crossing the frontier. Police patrols were
augmented as local authorities said the increase in arrivals
had become reminiscent of the influx of migrants on the
Aegean islands close to the Turkish coast. About 2,900
people crossed the land border in April, by far surpassing
the number who arrived by sea, the UN refugee agency
(UNHCR) said. The figure represents half of the total
number of crossings during the whole of 2017. The
government has just sent 120 extra police, but they are
temporary and simply not enough. Frontex also has to
intervene. (ekathimerini)
Commission ready to help Greece with migrant, refugee
arrival spike 04 May 2018, Europe’s border and coast
guard forces are prepared to help Greece manage a recent
spike in migrant and refugee arrivals by land and sea,
European Commission spokesperson Natasha Bertaud said
on Friday. Bertaud confirmed reports of a significant
increase in arrivals at the islands of the eastern Aegean
and also into Evros at Greece’s northeastern border with
Turkey, saying that all relevant European agencies are at
Greece’s disposal to help guard the country’s borders. .
(ekathimerini)
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 22,439 in 2018;
Deaths Reach 615 Humanitarian Emergencies, Missing
Migrants Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports
that 22,439 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea
through the first 122 days of 2018, with about 42 per cent
arriving in Italy and the remainder divided between Greece
(38%) and Spain (20%). This compares with 45,540 arrivals
across the region through the same period last year and
184,793 at this time in 2016. (IOM)
Turkish municipal worker arrested at Greek border
deported 05 May 2018, A 38-year-old Turkish man who
was arrested last week at Greece's northeastern border
was deported to Turkey on Saturday. The man, a municipal
employee in the Turkish border town of Edirne, was
carrying out construction work when he was apprehended
last Wednesday on the Greek side of the border near the
village of Kastanies and charged with illegal entry.
(ekathimerini)
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Assessment:
According to FRONTEX and IOM data, there is a considerable decrease in the arrivals to Europe through the sea.
Nevertheless, there may additional measures and attention to potential illegal/irregular flow to Europe via sea/land
borders to be taken due to potential increase in the demand in the spring and summer season.
Turkish municipal worker arrest case is a teach by example to Turkey that such unintentional border crossings may
occur at any time, strengthening Greece hand on the table to get back the two Greek soldiers, who are allegedly kept as
a hostage to persuade Greece to deport 8 fled Turkish soldiers.
Albania's Constitutional Court nullified a 2009 agreement on the country's respective territorial claims to the sea's
continental shelf and waters on 15 April 2010, which was signed by the conservative Democratic Party government
ruling at the time. Greece is highly affected from cancelation of the agreement, which has been impeded Greece to
explore sea sources in the region. After long uncertainty it is big step for both parts' interest.
As expected EMED remains to be arena for arm wrestling between USA and Russia. But EMED will be subjected to
more visible and extended hard power presence which may cause undesired consequences. The Harry S. Truman Carrier
Strike Group (CVN-75) will continue towards her destination area of 5th/7th fleet with in the short time by giving strong
message to Russia, Iran and Syrian Regime and leaving some units behind in the EMED ensuring presence in the region.
As happened first time ever in May 2015, coincided with Crimea crisis period, China and Russia may conduct a joint
naval exercise in EMED in short run to display their camaraderie and strong military and diplomatic ties. Furthermore,
the recent China-Russia Joint Naval Drills in Japan Sea and Baltic Sea in Sep 2017 and Apr 2018 respectively nourish this
expectation.

9.

Official Visit of the Chief of the Navy of Israel to Greece
03 May 2018, The Navy General Staff announced that from
May 02 to Thursday, May 3rd , 2018, the Chief of the Navy
of Israel, Vice Admiral Eli Sharvat, paid an official visit to
Greece, at the invitation of the Chief of Staff of the Greek
Naval Force, Nicholas Tsouni, PN. (Hellenic navy)
First round of talks on the delimitation of maritime zones
between Greece and Albania 30 April 2018, The first
round of talks between Greece and Albania on delimiting
maritime zones was held today, April 30, 2018, in Tirana.
The meeting took place in a constructive and cooperative
climate. (mfa.gr)
U.S. Carrier group starts operation against ISIL in Syria 05
May 2018, A group of U.S. Navy combat ships, including
Harry Truman aircraft carrier, started air operations in
Syria, as the press-office of the U.S. Navy reported. “The
Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike Group (HSTCSG)
commenced air operations May 3, 2018, in support of
Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR),” the message says,
stating that “strike fighter squadrons conducted sorties
over Syria”. It should be noted that earlier mass media
reported that Pentagon considered a possibility to use a
Carrier Strike Group in East Mediterranean to
counterwork “escalating challenges from Russia and
China” in this region. (112.international)
Exercise Phoenix Express 2018 Kicks-Off in Souda Bay 3
May 2018. Phoenix Express, sponsored by U.S. Africa
Command and facilitated by U.S. Naval Forces EuropeAfrica/U.S. 6th Fleet (CNE-CNA/C6F), is designed to
improve regional cooperation, increase maritime domain
awareness, information-sharing practices, and operational
capabilities in order to enhance efforts to promote safety
and security in the Mediterranean Sea. (C6F)
Russia sends additional warships to Mediterranean 01
May 2018, Russia has dispatched a frigate and a tanker to
the Mediterranean as part of a continuing build up of naval
forces in the region. The Neustrashimy-class (Project 1154)
frigate Yaroslav Mudryy and Uda-class (Project 577D)
tanker Lena passed through the Straits on Gibraltar,
according to the Russian state news agency TASS
announcement, quoting the Baltic Fleet’s spokesman on
26 April. Six days earlier the two ships were accompanied
through the English Channel by a UK warship, after leaving
their home port of Baltiysk on 15 April. “Yaroslav Mudry
and the tanker Lena have completed their passage through
the Strait of Gibraltar and entered the Mediterranean Sea,
where they will continue accomplishing combat training
missions as part of the Russian Navy’s permanent
taskforce,” the Baltic Fleet press office said.(janes)
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Asia Pacific CRISIS WATCH
US Navy Activities in Asia Pacific: 30 April. USS Green Bay
(LPD 20) returned to Sasebo, Japan, after a successful
patrol with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) in
the Indo-Pacific region. 3 May. The Los Angeles-class attack
submarine USS Oklahoma City (SSN 723) arrived in
Singapore for a second visit during its deployment to the
Indo-Pacific. 4 May. Los Angeles-class attack submarine
USS Columbia (SSN 771) arrived in Yokosuka, for a routine
visit during its deployment to the Indo-Pacific. (C7F)
China Installs Missiles in South China Sea: 03 May. China has
installed long-range anti-ship and anti-aircraft missiles on
three of its artificial islands in the South China Sea, further
solidifying Beijing’s military domination of the disputed
waters, according to a news report. US experts could not
confirm the deployment but said they were not surprised.
The reports of the missile deployment follow a heightening
of tensions in the South China Sea — the waters have
recently been visited by two US aircraft carriers on
freedom of navigation operations, while last month China
held its largest ever military naval exercises near Hainan
island. Media reports also suggested that China’s navy
challenged three Australian navy vessels that were sailing
through the region. While short-range weapons have been
deployed temporarily in the Spratlys in the past, this — if
true — would mark the first time that long-range, anti-ship
and anti-aircraft missiles have been based there. The
militarisation further cements China’s military control over
the sensitive sea lanes, through which pass much of the
world’s seaborne oil cargoes. (Financial Times)
Chinese Naval Ships Arrive in Indonesia for Komodo Exercise
2018: 04 May. The guided-missile destroyer Changsha and
the guided-missile frigate Liuzhou of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy arrived at the waters of
Indonesia to participate in the multilateral naval exercise,
dubbed Komodo 2018 hosted by the Indonesian Navy. The
two Chinese naval ships set sail from a military port in
Sanya, a port city in China's island province of Hainan on
April 25. During the voyage, they carried out training of
multiple subjects such as surface-air operations, VBSS and
ship-helicopter coordination. It is the third time that the
Chinese Navy has taken part in the biennial Komodo
multilateral naval exercise. (China Defence Ministry)
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Assessment:
US operations were part of a routine and regularly scheduled patrol. The port visits by US warships strengthen alliances,
partnerships, and multilateral cooperation throughout the Indo-Pacific region.
If Chinese long range missile deployment on Sparatlys is true, it would represent a dramatic military escalation in the region.
China has previously based long-range missiles in the disputed Sea on Woody Island, in the Paracel Islands. But military
developments in the Spratlys are more likely to trigger alarm than in the Paracels. It is assessed that China continues to expand 6.
their control over the air and sea in the South China Sea.
The execution of the Multilateral Naval Exercise Komodo 2018 and the news about the deployment of Chinese long-range antiship and anti-aircraft missiles on Sparatlys in South China Sea have simultaneously being realized. In this context, the participation
in Komodo 2018 by Chinese ships is getting more important.
The Multilateral Naval Exercise Komodo 2018, which features participants from neighbouring Southeast Asian countries as well as
major powers such as China, the US, is once again spotlighting Indonesia’s naval engagement as well as its broader role in the
maritime domain.
Due to Beijing’s political pressure, Japan has not established a mechanism of military cooperation or exchange with Taiwan,
which is Japan’s closest neighbour to the south. While the tension is increasing between China and Taiwan, Japan would like to
7.
maintain a stance against China. It intensifies the polarization in the region.
It is very important that South Korea is one of the few countries that can build amphibious assault ship. The Dokdo class
amphibious ships are to enhance South Korea's current amphibious operation capability, both in terms of assault and military
operations other than war type operations.
The military exercises reaffirm that both nations support more proactive global role and marks the culmination of significant
strategic military planning to deepen military ties. HMS Sutherland’s presence in the waters around Japan underlines the
agreement made by Prime Ministers Abe and May at the signing of the Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation in 2017.

Multilateral Naval Exercise Komodo 2018: 4 May. The
Komodo 2018 multilateral naval exercise will be hosted
by the Indonesian Navy and 50 naval ships, 14
helicopters, 15 fixed-wing aircraft and over 4000 sailors
from more than 43 countries including China, the US,
Russia, France, Malaysia, Thailand, the UK, Indonesia and
other has participated in the exercise scheduled from
4th to 9th of May. The six-day exercise comprises of
three phases; the harbor phase, the sea phase and the
civic mission phase. The participating navies will conduct
table top exercise and command post exercise on
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, drills of
engineering civic action program (ENCAP), medical civic
action program (MEDCAP), maritime interception, VBSS
(visit, board, search and seizure) and sailing pass, and
take part in social events including the city parade,
maritime exhibition and cultural performances, sports
activities, and so on. (Indonesia Navy)
Japan Should Increase Military Ties With Taiwan: 2 May.
At the forum of the Sasakawa Foundation for Peace held
in Washington, Tomohisa Takei, a retired admiral and
former chief of staff of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force (JMSDF), stated that Japan must remain alert to
ensure that China does not have the opportunity to
change the status quo in the region. While the Chinese
regime continues to show its military strength, the
former head of Japanese naval forces pointed out that it
is time for Japan to increase its military exchanges and
cooperation with its neighbour Taiwan, which is also
threatened by hostile activities in Beijing. (Maritime
Herald)
S. Korea to Launch New Amphibious Assault Ship: 4 May.
South Korea will launch another 14,000-ton amphibious
assault ship for the Navy in Hanjin Heavy Industries &
Construction Co. in Busan on May 14. Named “Marado,”
it will be the Navy's second Dokdo-class vessel. It is 199
meters long and 31 meters wide and can carry a number
of troops, armored vehicles and high-speed amphibious
boats. The Marado is the South Korean Navy's second
large-scale transport ship after the Dokdo. (Yonhap
News)
UK Reaffirms Relationship with Asia Pacific Partner Japan:
3 May. Royal Navy frigate HMS Sutherland has
conducted a series of military exercises with units from
the Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF). HMS
Sutherland deployed to the Asia-Pacific region in January
with the aim of promoting peace and security across the
region. (Royal Navy)

Black Sea CRISIS WATCH
1. British Jet Fighters will Patrol the Black Sea
1 May. British Air Force Typhoon fighter aircraft based in
Romania will join NATO patrol flights in the Black Sea airspace,
reports the Royal Air Force UK website. British Ambassador to
Romania, Paul Bremel, such missions ensure that NATO "will be
able to swiftly and effectively oppose potential aggression or
threat to the Alliance and its members.“ (Novinite)
2. RAF Typhoons Scramble over the Black Sea
4 My. RAF Typhoons based in Romania have been launched as a
response to a Russian Federation Air Force IL-20 reconnaissance
aircraft, NATO codename Coot, heading west near NATO
airspace over the Black Sea. The Russian military jets were flying
over the western Black Sea and were monitored by the
Typhoons in accordance with the NATO Enhanced Air Policing
(EAP) mission the RAF are conducting in Romania. The IL-20
Coot was tracked as it departed North East but the aircraft did
not come within visual range of each other.
The RAF mission in Romania is part of NATO’s Assurance
Measures introduced in 2014. (Royal Air Force HQ)
3. NATO Warships are back to Black Sea after 10 weeks
1 May. 3 warships SNMG 2 consisting of a British destroyer, a
Turkish and a Spanish frigate entered the Black Sea. Upon
entering the Black Sea, one Romanian and one Bulgarian frigate
joined the group. The group will attend Romania-led Sea Shield2018 exercise in 4-11 May.
4. Romania-led Sea Shield Exercise Kicks Off 4 May. 21 military
ships, 10 combat aircraft and a submarine participate in SEA
SHIELD 18, May 4-11, the largest multinational exercise
organized in 2018 by the Romanian Navy. More than 2,300
troops of sea, air and land forces from Bulgaria, Greece, the
United Kingdom, Romania, Spain, the United States, Turkey and
Ukraine will attend the exercise. The Sea Shield 18
multinational exercise provides the tactical training framework
for collective defence operations under Article 5 of NATO.
(Romanian Navy HQ)
5. Moscow’s Maritime Threats to Ukraine and the West
30 April, Since invading Ukraine in 2014, Russia has expanded
into Ukraine’s EEZ. Moscow has restricted the dimensions of
vessels that can pass through the Kerch Bridge overlooking the
Sea of Azov in an attempt to curtail Ukrainian commercial
traffic. Russia has also unlawfully seized eight maritime gas
fields in the Sea of Azov and the Black Sea belonging to Ukraine.
And it illegally extracted an estimated 7.2 billion cubic meters
of gas from those fields. (by Stephen Blank – Atlantic Council)
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6. Russian Border Guards Detained a Ukrainian Fishing
Vessel in the Black Sea** 4 May 2018. The FSB explained
that the Ochakov, Ukraine registered vessel "YMK-0041"
illegally caught flounder in the exclusive economic zone of
the Russian Federation west of Cape Tarkhankut. The
border guard ship Ametist detained the vessel and the
crew of 5 Ukrainians was delivered to the territory of the
Crimea.
(Interfax-Russia)
7. Russia Sends Oil to China at Europe's Expense as Trades
Upended** Russia will ship an average of 19 percent less
crude through its main ports on the Baltic and Black Seas in
the first five months of 2018 compared with a year earlier,
according to loading plans obtained by Bloomberg.
Meanwhile piped flows to China soared 43 percent in the
first three months, the most recent data from state
operator Transneft PJSC show. The replacement crude is
likely to come from Middle East cargoes that would
previously have gone to Asia as well as U.S. supply. “It’s
almost like a crude shuffling,” Gelder, an expert based in
London said. “The Middle East will have less medium-sour
crudes going to Asia because of the growth in Russian
volumes, so then they would push those barrels into
Europe.” Russian oil will be replaced by a mixture of
Middle Eastern and U.S. crude.

Assessment:
- US reconnaissance flights were buzzed from time to time by Russian fighter jets recently. If British jets in Romania are used
for counteraction to future Russian buzzing is considered by NATO, this might escalate tensions further in the Black Sea.
- It seems that the de-facto conflict on land between Ukraine and Russia starts to spread over to maritime domain.
- If war breaks out in the Middle East or the intensity of current conflicts increases, hydrocarbon imports by the West from
the oil rich region would be highly affected. Given the import proportion from the Middle East rises by Russia’s diversion of
its exports, the risk of oil crisis in the West in case of a Middle East war also rises. In reply, West needs to secure vast amount
of energy sources alternative to Middle East. Caspian Basin and Central Asian sources might be among viable alternatives.

8. Dutch Firms Scrutinized for Allegedly Supplying Parts
for Crimea's Kerch Bridge 4 May 2018. Prosecutors in the
Netherlands said Friday they have opened a criminal
investigation into seven Dutch companies and their
directors for allegedly breaching European Union sanctions
against Moscow, by helping Russia build a bridge to
Crimea.
9. Ukraine Threatens to Block Russian Shipping on the
Danube 1 May 2018, In response to Moscow’s threat to
bottle up Ukrainian shipping within the shared Azov Sea,
the Ukrainian government is currently considering a plan
to block Russia’s use of the Danube River. It is likely part of
a complex implicit negotiation between Kyiv and Moscow
about free passage through the Kerch Strait and about the
use of ports in that occupied Ukrainian peninsula by
Russian shipping. (by Paul Goble – The Jamestown
Foundation)

Horn of Africa CRISIS WATCH
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Chinese Naval Escort Task Forces Conduct Mission
Handover: 2 May 2018. The 28th Chinese naval escort task
force handed over the mission of escorting merchant ships
sailing in the Gulf of Aden and waters off Somali coast to its
successor, the 29th Chinese naval escort task force. The 29th
Chinese naval escort task force consists of the frigates
Binzhou and Xuzhou and the comprehensive supply ship
Qiandaohu. The three warships set sail on April 4 from their
homeport in Zhoushan and arrived at the east water of the
Gulf of Aden on April 28. A mission handover ceremony was
held aboard the frigate Yancheng, the commanding ship of
the 28th escort task force. Before the mission handover, the
two escort task forces jointly conducted an escort drill. The
28th Chinese naval escort task force, which is composed of
three warships; the frigates Yancheng and Weifang and the
supply ship Taihu, started the escort mission in the Gulf of
Aden and waters off Somalia on December 26, 2017. The
task force has completed 30 escort missions in the past four
months. (Chinese Defense Ministry)
CMF Warship Pakistani Frigate PNS ALAMGIR Assists
Stranded Fishermen in the Gulf of Aden: 30 April. The
Pakistani frigate PNS ALAMGIR provided vital assistance to a
stranded Indian fishing boat in the Gulf of Aden. During a
routine anti-piracy patrol, PNS ALAMGIR encountered the
fishing boat St Mary, whose 12 crew had been drifting in the
busy seaway for eight days due to a gearbox failure. Over the
course of the next 24 hours, ALAMGIR’s crew were able to fix
the defect as well as provide much needed supplies and
medical assistance. (combinedmaritimeforces)
ESPS Meteoro Supports Tanzanian Navy Training in Dar Es
Salaam: 3 May. During a recent port visit to Dar es Salaam,
EU NAVFOR’s Spanish warship ESPS Meteoro invited the
Tanzanian Navy on board to receive training in maritime
skills. Meteoro’s crew provided training in damage control to
improve the skills of the Tanzanians in dealing with fires and
floods on board a ship at sea. Meteoro’s medical team also
delivered a lesson about cardiopulmonar resuscitation (CPR).
(EU NAVFOR)
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Assessment:
In addition to Russia, India and Iran, China has also contributed to counter-piracy operations in Gulf of Aden and waters
off Somalia coast. These countries have all sent ships to the region, sometimes in conjunction with the existing CTFs of EU
and/or CMF and sometimes operating independently.
CMF Warship Pakistani frigate PNS ALAMGIR assisting stranded fishermen in the Gulf of Aden is an example of the
contribution of warships to safety and security at sea while their primary mission is counter-piracy. The military ship in
counter-piracy operation has showed that they are always ready to assist seafarers in need. The support by Pakistani
warship to Indian fishermen is also so meaningful to the contrary existing tensions between two countries.
The visit to ESPS Meteoro by Tanzanian Navy members is a part of a Local Maritime Capacity Building (LMCB) activity.
Activities such as this support the development of state maritime security capabilities. LMCB is also a vital part of
operations in combatting piracy and other maritime-related crime in the region.
Japan-funded maritime security course is in line with the objectives of the Jeddah Amendment to the Djibouti Code of
Conduct, under which participatory States pledge to work together, with support from IMO and other stakeholders, to build
national and regional capacity to address wider maritime security issues, as a basis for sustainable development of the
maritime sector. In this context, the first programme has been funded by the Government of Japan.
Varuna exercise illustrates the strong interest France and India share concerning maritime security issues in this region.
The Varuna exercise is part of a long-term bilateral cooperation of the Joint Strategic Vision of India-France Cooperation in
the Indian Ocean Region which was signed during the state visit of President Emmanuel Macron on March 10, 2018.

Japan-funded Maritime Security Courses Get Underway
in Djibouti: The first in a series of regional maritime
security courses, funded by the Government of Japan, has
been held at the Djibouti Regional Training Centre (DRTC).
During a five-day workshop (22-26 April 2018), officials
from 10 countries* were able to learn about and share
ideas on best practices for maritime domain awareness,
including measures to promote coordination and sharing
of information at national level as the basis for effective
regional cooperation. The workshop was attended by 26
officials from Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar,
Mauritius, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa
and United Republic of Tanzania. (Horn Diplomat)
Indo-French Naval Exercise Varuna Reaches Its Final
Phase: 3 May. The third session of Varuna Exercise
between French and Indian Navies is being held from May
1 to 7 after two phases. The first phase involved joint antisubmarine combat training off the Indian coast in Goa,
with the participation of both the French nuclear
submarine and the Indian Kalvari Scorpene-class
submarine. The second phase was focused on amphibious
operations off Chennai’s coast, with the French landing
helicopter dock LHD Dixmude. The current exercise
includes the participation of two major vessels of the
Indian Navy, the destroyer INS Mumbai and the frigate INS
Trikand, and the maiden deployment of a multimission
maritime aircraft, P-8I Neptune. They will interact with
French ships — including the frigate Nivôse —
permanently deployed at Reunion Island, a French
administrative department. (Naval Today)

Caspian Sea CRISIS WATCH
1. Oil Transit via the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline Set to
Grow
Crude export volumes from Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan
through the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline are going to
increase over the following 3-7 years, head of the strategic
development and investment projects’ department at the
Azerbaijan Caspian Shipping Company, Tariyel Mirzayev, said
on April 27 during the ‘’3rd SOCAR International Caspian and
Central Asia Downstream Forum on Trading, Logistics,
Refining, Petrochemicals’’, held in Baku.
As was stated by the Kazakh Deputy Energy Minister
Magzum Mirzgaliyev in November 2017, the country’s oilproducing companies are still pondering on the economic
viability of this route for the transportation of oil from the
giant Kashagan field.
(Caspian Policy Center)
2. Caspian Hydrocarbons Transit through Ukraine to
Europe may Become Topical
The issue of transit of Caspian hydrocarbons through
Ukraine to Europe may become topical again, stated Altay
Efendiyev, the Secretary General of the Organization for
Democracy and Economic Development-GUAM (GeorgiaUkraine-Azerbaijan-Moldova).
The Secretary General of GUAM noted that oil supplies from
Kazakhstan are increasing through the existing infrastructure
in the region, the issue of Turkmenistan's connection to the
pipeline system of Azerbaijan and Georgia for natural gas
supplies to European countries is being considered.
(Trend News Agency)
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Assessment:
- Russia started to divert considerable amounts of its oil exports from
the direction of Europe to China recently. The expectations of increase
in oil flow on BTC might be a reflection of Western efforts to
compensate the loss of Russian oil with Azeri, Kazakh and Turkmen
sources as alternative to regular Middle Eastern sources, possibly to
avoid a crisis in case of a Middle East War. However, as the Kazakh
official stated unless oil pipelines across Caspian are laid Aktau-Baku
route would stay far from viable for the oil producers. Russia’s efforts
for the expansion of Caspian Pipeline Consortium through Novorossiysk
port should also be taken into consideration as a strong alternative for
Aktau-Baku route. It seems that there is a closed conflict of interests
between the West (mainly US) and Russia for the route of Central Asian
hydrocarbons to reach Western customers.
- In April 2018, U.S. President Donald Trump has sent a letter to
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev. “I look forward to working with you
on the many areas of mutual interest for the American and Azerbaijani
people,” Trump said in his letter. “Together we can make progress
defeating terrorism, creating jobs, and improving Europe’s energy
security. Progress on fighting corruption and peacefully solving the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict will help these efforts,” said the U.S.
president. So, the secretary general of GUAM's comment for Central
Asian hydrocarbons to access Europe through Azerbaijan and Georgia
might be the concrete form of Trump’s request to Aliyev related with
the improvement of Europe’s energy security.
- The overemphasis of Turkmenistan on the environmental protection
during the implementation of the Turkmenbashi Caspian port project is
interesting, since one of the most important projects of Turkmenistan
in Caspian, the Trans-Caspian Gas Pipeline Project, is currently blocked
by Russia and Iran mainly due to their so-called concerns for the
environmental protection.
- Iran’s emphasis on cooperation with Russia over environmental issues
of the Caspian Sea draws attention that it came right after the
Turkmenistan’s over mentioning of its outstanding environmental
protection efforts in its recent Caspian project. Russia and Iran’s
opposition to Trans-Caspian Pipeline from Turkmenistan to Azerbaijan
across the sea is well-known. Up to date, the two have cited the lack of
exhaustive Caspian legal regime and environmental concerns to justify
their objection. A tender announcement for the Department of
Azerbaijan’s Caspian Integrated Environmental Monitoring to buy
transport services which shows Azerbaijan’s commitment to
environment also came in the same week (May 5th) that ultimately
adds suspicion that the successive ‘environmental protection’ moves in
the Caspian may not be coincidental at all.

3. Turkmenistan Opens the Largest Port on
Caspian Sea in Bid to Boost Economy, Exports
2 May 2018. Turkmenistan has opened a vast new
seaport in the city of Turkmenbashi on the Caspian
Sea that the country hopes will improve its export
prospects and establish it as a regional hub
connecting Europe and Asia.
At the ceremony held at the Avaza Congress
Center, many guests emphasised that special
attention was paid to the issue of environmental
protection during the implementation of the port
construction. They praised the creation of an
artificial bird island in order to compensate for the
loss of natural areas as a result of the construction.
(RFE/RL) (State News Agency of Turkmenistan)
4. Iran Calls for Scientific Collaboration to Settle
Caspian Sea Environmental Issues**
5 May 2018. Iranian Science Minister Mansour
Gholami has called for greater cooperation among
Caspian Sea states to tackle its environmental
issues as they develop into existential threats to
the numerous and diverse ecosystems of the sea.
“We are willing to engage in big projects with
Russia [and other countries] to halt deterioration
of the environment in the Caspian Sea,” Gholami
said.
Speaking in a meeting with Putin’s special
representative for cooperation with Caspian Sea
countries, Gholami said he believes the ground is
prepared for developing scientific cooperation
between Iran and the Caspian Sea states,
particularly Russia.

(Iran Front Page News)

