1. NATO allies Greece and Turkey at daggers drawn over
Kardak islets 15 May. The goats that graze on the Kardak islets
four miles off the coast of Turkey used to enjoy peace and
solitude. Now they are often startled by human activity and
even gunfire. Low-flying fighter jets roar by, frigates make
threatening circles around the coastline, and the goats that are
sole custodians of the uninhabited islets are occasionally joined
by men in uniform. (the times)
2.Greece appoints arrested 2 soldiers as Attache to Ankara! 19
May. Hellenic National Defence General Staff Council (SAGE)
has reached a decision to be assigned two detained officers in
Turkey as a diplomatic Attache to Turkey. Main reason for this
decision is judiciary rejection for being released of two Greek
officers on conditions of trial without arrest on account of
“having not a permanent residential address in
Turkey”.(ahvalnews)
3. Defence minister visits USS aircraft carrier Harry Truman
18 May. At the invitation of the US Navy and the US Embassy in
Nicosia, Defence Minister Savvas Angelides, accompanied
by US Ambassador Kathleen Doherty, visited the aircraft carrier
USS Harry S Truman offshore, the American embassy
announced on Friday. The Chief of the National Guard
Lieutenant General Ilias Leontaris, ministry of defence and
foreign affairs officials, and US Embassy officials also
participated. (cyprus-mail)
4. New York, 26th MEU Arrive in Corfu, Greece May 18, 2018
.The San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship USS
New York (LPD 21) and embarked Marines from the 26th
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) arrived in Corfu, Greece, May
17, 2018, for a scheduled port visit.
5. Second round of talks on the delimitation of maritime
zones between Greece and Albania 15 May 2018, The second
round of talks between Greece and Albania on delimiting
maritime zones was concluded on May 15 2018, in Athens. The
meeting was constructive and took place in positive,
cooperative climate. (mfa.gr)
6. Putin: Ships armed with Kalibr missiles to be permanently
on duty in Mediterranean 16 May 2018, Russian naval ships
armed with cruise missiles Kalibr will be permanently on duty in
the Mediterranean, Russian President Vladimir Putin said in his
opening remarks at a meeting with top officials of the Defense
Ministry and defense-industrial complex on Wednesday. (tass)

Mediterranean Sea CRISIS WATCH
(14-20 MAY 18)

Assessment:
Even though any conflict between Turkey and Greece would be costly and without an obvious victor, uncontrolled
development can cause unintended consequences in the Aegean Sea. Nevertheless upcoming election in Turkey render
two counties' relation into more sensitive and more vulnerable to effects. Assignment of two detained officers as an
diplomatic person to Turkey most probably will be not granted by Turkey on ground of the fact that two officers
allegedly conducted illegal activity against Turkish National Security.
While US Warships port visit to Greece and Cyprus (GCA) is a show of mutual stance, on the other hand it seems that it is
a conscious planning preferring these ports in place of some other available ones in Turkey as a follow on action of
Turkish unstable and flapping political statements and approach towards Russia in several means.
After Albania's Constitutional Court nullified a 2009 agreement on delimiting maritime on 15 April 2010, two countries
conducted first round of talks on the delimitation of maritime zones in Albania on 30 April 2018 and thereafter in a short
time they came again together on 15 May 2018 in Athens. It shows both parts' willingness and readiness for solution.
Recent Russia, Iran, Israel-Palestine, Syria and Energy based developments has exposed EMED its the most vulnerable
term of last decades. Therefore US and Russia will remain keeping their Naval Powers in the region in order to guarantee
their own and their allied interests in the region. It is expected that Israel-Cyprus-Greece-Egypt strengthen their political
and military cooperation in the region. In addition to recent fast developments taking into account that Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman reportedly said in a closed-door meeting (29 April) that Palestinians should accept
peace negotiations or “shut up and stop complaining.”, Region is being prepared for new era. But it's very logical to
expect from Turkish governing politicians to misuse ongoing tragedy in Palestine for his own favor as tool for 24 June
election.

7. After US embassy makes controversial move to Jerusalem,
more countries follow its lead 18 May, The United States
received intense international criticism on Monday when it
celebrated the opening of its embassy in Jerusalem. It was the
first country to make the “provocative” move from Tel Aviv. But
on Wednesday, Guatemala joined the U.S. in moving its
embassy to Jerusalem. More countries are preparing to make
the leap. Paraguay's Foreign Ministry announced that its
embassy will also relocate to Jerusalem, while the Czech
Republic, Romania and Honduras reportedly considering the
move. .(CNBC)
8. Greece, Cyprus and Israel together in Washington 10
May. While the leaders of Greece, Cyprus and Israel confirmed
once again in Nicosia their strategic choice to follow a common
course on a number of issues and to promote cooperation in a
series of sectors – leading with energy – diaspora organizations
from the three countries organized a joint conference in
Washington, during which they worked on joint actions aimed
at securing the support of the United States. (Ekathimerini)
9.Israel, Cyprus, Greece push East Med gas pipeline to Europe
09 May. PM Netanyahu meets with Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras and Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades in Nicosia •
Leaders discuss pipeline project to connect Israel to Europe's
power grid, Iranian threat • Netanyahu: We are building a great
alliance. The leaders of Israel, Cyprus and Greece said Tuesday
they are determined to push ahead with plans for a pipeline
that would supply east Mediterranean gas to Europe as the
continent seeks to diversify its supplies. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu called the East Med pipeline a “very
serious endeavor” that was important for Europe, which is
looking for new sources of energy. Cypriot President Nicos
Anastasiades said the three countries aim to sign an agreement
this year to nudge the pipeline project forward.(Israelhayom)
10.Iran nuclear deal: Why has Trump withdrawn US from it
and why does it matter? 09 May. Trump has fulfilled an
election campaign promise to pull out of the landmark 2015
nuclear deal agreed between Iran and world powers, an
agreement former Secretary of State John Kerry said “made the
world a safer place”. The US will “not be held hostage to
nuclear blackmail” or allow “a regime that chants “Death to
America” to gain nuclear weapons, he said from the White
House in a long-expected announcement. (independent)
11.Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 26,026 in 2018;
Deaths Reach 635 26,026 migrants and refugees entered
Europe by sea through the first 136 days of 2018, with about 41
per cent arriving in Italy and 38 per cent to Greece, with the
remainder (21%) arriving in Spain. This compares with 55,479
arrivals across the region through the same period last year and
about 189,075 at this time in 2016. (IOM)

Asia Pacific CRISIS WATCH
1.China's First Domestically-Built Aircraft Carrier
Concludes Sea Trial: 18 May. China's first domestically-built
aircraft carrier has concluded its maiden sea trial, and has
returned to Dalian Shipyard in northeast China's Liaoning
Province. The five-day sea trial, starting from May 13,
tested the carrier's domestically developed propulsion
systems. The next tests will continue for the next six to 12
months and focus on a number of systems, including the
ship’s electronics and radars, and would involve much more
detailed tests. The test of the aircraft carrier also showed
that the PLA’s Type 055 destroyer, which has a similar size
and configuration as the US Navy’s Arleigh Burke-class
destroyer and the carrier’s likely escort, will soon start sea
tests. It is also Asia’s most advanced and biggest destroyer.
It is also China's second aircraft carrier after the Liaoning, a
refitted Soviet Union-made carrier put into commission in
the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy in 2012.
China is also building a third aircraft carrier that will be
much more technologically advanced than the other two,
including using an electromagnetic aircraft launch system
that has been used on the US Navy’s newest aircraft carrier,
USS Gerald R Ford. (China Defense Ministry)
2.US Navy Activities in Asia Pacific: 15 May. Military Sealift
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy participated in a
passing exercise with the expeditionary fast transport ship
USNS Brunswick and Her Majesty’s Canadian ship HMCS
Vancouver. 17 May. The forward-deployed aircraft carrier,
USS Ronald Reagan returned to Commander, Fleet
Activities Yokosuka, after completing sea trials. 17 May.
Service members and partner nation personnel
participating in Pacific Partnership 2018 aboard the hospital
ship USNS Mercy, arrived in Nha Trang, Vietnam. The
mission in Nha Trang will continue through June 2. USNS
Brunswick, and Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force JDS
Osumi also participate the activities in Vietnam. 19 May.
The theater security cooperation patrol by U.S. and
Republic of Singapore navies on USNS Millinocket gets
underway with 40 embarked staff members in a goodwill
mission consisting of port calls and bilateral events in
several Southeast Asian countries.(C7F)
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Assessment:
As a part of China’s goal to achieve a world-class military by 2050, Beijing has steadily stepped up efforts to boost its military
might. That has included building up its presence in the South China Sea in the face of protests from other countries that have
overlapping claims in the region. It means both Chinese and the US aircraft carriers will demonstrate their strength and capabilities
in the same region in near future and it may escalate the tension between two countries and also in the region.
The operations were part of a routine and regularly scheduled patrol. The port visits by US warships strengthen alliances,
partnerships, and multilateral cooperation throughout the region.The US 7th Fleet assets provide a combat-ready force that
protects and defends the collective maritime interests of its allies and partners in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
The Chinese H-6K bomber landed on Woody Island in the Paracel Islands, claimed by Taiwan and Vietnam in addition to China. The
aim of the exercise was to show the strength of China’s military presence in the region, after the US air force flew B-52 bombers
there during a routine training mission in April. It is assessed that it will potentially escalate the tension between the US and China
over disputed zone in South China Sea in short term.
Croix du Sud exercise is designed to rehearse of major humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations. The scenario calls
for military assistance including a non-combatant evacuation operation followed by stability and security operations in the more
difficult areas of disaster response.
The two month training from Black Sea Fleet to Pacific Fleet shows how much importance Russian Navy gives to the training of
naval cadets. This training is also important it is the first time both voyage from Sevastopol to Vladivostok in the history of the Naval
Institute and a Russian naval ship’s port call at Papua New Guinea.

3.Chinese Land Bomber H-6K in South China Sea: 19 May.
Chinese state media released a video showing a long-range
nuclear-capable bomber landing on an island in the South
China Sea for the first time, a move the Pentagon said
raises tensions in the region years after China’s president
pledged not to militarize the disputed area. The Chinese
bomber flight took place on the same day the U.S. Navy
installed a new commander for its Pacific Fleet, Adm. John
Aquilino. A spokesman for the Pentagon, Lieutenant
Colonel Christopher Logan, called the exercise an act of
“China’s continued militarisation of disputed features in
the South China Sea”. The Chinese air force said in a
statement on its website that several bombers, including
the H-6K, its most advanced, had conducted take-off and
landing training on an island reef, though it did not specify
which one. (South China Morning Post)
4.French Croix du Sud Exercise in South Pacific: 17 May.
Royal Australian Navy Amphibious landing ship HMAS
Choules and Coastal Mine Hunters HMAS Gascoyne and
Yarra, French Ship D’Entrecasteau and Royal New Zealand
Navy ships Wellington and Canterbury have arrived in
Noumea, New Caledonia, to take part in the French-led
disaster response exercise Croix du Sud which is running
until May 25. Exercise Croix du Sud-18 is the largest
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief training exercise
in the South Pacific and is led by the French Armed Forces
of New Caledonia. HMAS Choules will be the command
ship in the exercise. HMAS Choules will be embarking a
landing force of up to 300 troops and vehicles, primarily
from France and personnel from Papua New Guinea,
Tonga, Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands.(Naval Today)
5.Russian Naval Ship Makes First-Ever Call in Papua New
Guinea: 16 May. The Russian training ship Perekop has
arrived to the capital of Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby,
on a business voyage. This is the first time in the history of
both countries’ relations that a Russian naval ship called at
a Papua New Guinean port between 16 and 19 May. Then,
the Perekop will continue along its authorized course to
Vladivostok. More than 200 cadets from the Naval Institute
at the Naval Academy military educational and scientific
center are onboard the ship. The two-month training
voyage from the Black Sea Fleet to the Pacific Fleet started
on April 1 and became the first voyage from Sevastopol to
Vladivostok in the history of the Naval Institute.(TASS)
6.South Korea Just Launched Its New 'Aircraft Carrier in
Disguise: South Korea has launched its second
amphibious assault ship. On May 14, South Korean
officials launched the second Dokdo-class helicopter
carrier. (national interest)

Black Sea CRISIS WATCH
(14-20 MAY 18)
1. Russia opens criminal case against captain of Ukrainian
fishing vessel detained in Black Sea
16 May 2018, A Ukrainian is accused of 'the illegal fishing', the
vessel is arrested, The criminal proceeding is opened in Russia
against a citizen of Ukraine, captain of fishing vessel YMK-0041
detained in the Black Sea on May 4 as Interfax-Ukraine
reported citing FSB.
'In the result of the events held against the crew members of
the YMK-0041 fishing vessel detained on May 4, it was
established that the Ukrainian sailors cast the set nets for the
fishing of flounder in the exclusive economic zone of Russia and
the fishing of this fish is forbidden since the mid of April until
the mid of June 2018, in the waters of the Black Sea throughout
the territory of the continental shelf', the message said.
The criminal proceeding due to the illegal fishing of the aquatic
biological resources made by the person with the abuse of the
official position was opened against Ukrainian citizen Novitsky
V.V.. The YMK-0041 fishing vessel is arrested.
Ukraine's Foreign Ministry expressed the protest against the
detention of the Ukrainian boat by FSB and demanded to
release the sailors. (112 International)
2. Germany`s Angela Merkel meets Russia`s Vladimir Putin
18 May 2018. The two leaders discussed Syria, the conflict in
Ukraine, the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, the Iran nuclear deal.
Merkel was critical on press and cultural freedom, and a
ceasefire breach in Ukraine.
Both leaders said the Minsk accord was the "only basis" to
achieve peace in eastern Ukraine, and that work should
continue in the so-called "Normandy" format — involving
Germany, France, Russia and Ukraine.
- Merkel noted a "major breach" in the ceasefire in the region
overnight.
- Putin said Russia would support UN international peace
keepers in eastern Ukraine.
- Merkel stressed Ukraine should remain a gas transit country
even after the Nord Stream 2 pipeline opens, said Germany was
"ready to play its role."
- Putin said that Russian gas may still flow to Ukraine: "Supplies
will continue if they are economically viable," Putin said.
(DW) (https://goo.gl/4y1duP)

Assessment:
- As we mentioned last week the conflict between Ukraine and Russia seems to expand into the maritime domain. It
seems that these kind of tensions like arresting fishing vessel will continue in the following days, however it is unlikely
that this tension would evolve into another conflict between Russia and Ukraine because Russia is currently focused on
Syria conflict. On the contrary if a military conflict starts at black sea, Ukraine would be the disadvantageous side given
that it has almost no credible naval force left to protect its maritime interests.
- Germany remains heavily dependent on imports of fossil fuels and Russia is the main energy supplier to EU and
Germany, Germany is also one of the most energy dependent country in EU. Germany imports % 35 of its natural gas
from Russia. The Nord Stream 2 project goals to double the capacity Russia currently possesses for delivering natural gas
directly to Germany through the Baltic Sea. If Nord Stream 2 pipeline opens as proposed before it would bypass Ukraine,
it might weaken the EU’s strategic goals in Eastern Europe, disrupt the European Energy Security Strategy and damage
member state unity. However Merkel is trying to find a optimum way which guarantee Ukraine to continue being a
transit country. On the other hand is obvious that excessive dependence on Russian energy makes Europe weak.

- Russia is heavily depended on oil and gas revenues, after collapse of Soviet Union, Russia had tough years of economic
problems but with the raising of oil/natural gas demands and high oil/gas prices after 2004, Russia Federation started to
increase its effectiveness in the world again. To sustain its position Russia needs oil/gas revenue. Besides money Russia
uses this energy tool as a weapon against EU, so that Russia eagerly wants to implement Nord Stream 2, because if Nord
Stream 2 would open, EU will much more depend on Russia and Russia will continue using its gas exports to EU as a
weapon in bilateral political conflicts.
- NATO is increasing its presence in the Black Sea region as part of the Tailored Forward Presence (tFP) activities to
provide assurance to Allies on the Black Sea and increase interoperability among NATO and partner Navies.

3. Russia 'will fight' for Nord Stream 2 with US LNG
competition in Europe: Putin
18 May 2018, Moscow will defend Nord Stream 2, the
pipeline to take Russian gas to Europe bypassing Ukraine,
despite US threats against it to promote US LNG sales in
the region, President Vladimir Putin said Friday after talks
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, with both agreed
it was commercial, not political. "We have always treated
this project as a purely commercial one, a project of
business entities, and always kept it outside the framework
of any political processes," Putin said. "We find it profitable
for us and we will fight for it.“ Gazprom's 55 Bcm/year
project linking Russia and Germany via the Black Sea is
designed to double the capacity of the existing Nord
Stream pipeline and reorient most Russian gas flows to
Europe away from Ukraine and is expected to be launched
by the end of 2019. Merkel, who met Putin in Russia's
resort town of Sochi, insisted Russia must ensure transit
guarantees to Ukraine. "We in Germany are convinced -and our economy minister held talks on the matter this
week -- that following Nord Stream 2 construction, Ukraine
should maintain the role of a transit country. This is of
strategic significance, and Germany is ready to play its
active role and assist here," she said.
"We also see Nord Stream 2 as an economic, commercial
project, but it has other components. So we need to think
about guarantees for Ukraine in this regard," she added.
(Platts.com) (https://goo.gl/uVX1ZE)
4. Georgia-NATO Maritime Cooperation Enhanced
May 17, 2018. Allied Maritime Command and Georgian
Internal Affairs officials conducted several events to
enhance the operational level of NATO-Georgia maritime
cooperation this week. Standing NATO Maritime Group
Two (SNMG2) under the direction of Royal Navy
Commodore Mike Utley, conducted a port visit in Poti,
Georgia May 14 to May 17 with four ships from the group:
Royal Navy destroyer HMS Duncan (flagship), Turkish
frigate TCG Gemlik, Romanian frigate ROS Regele
Ferdinand and Bulgarian frigate BGS Drazki. The NATO
Group is conducting a Passing Exercise with the Georgian
Coast Guard on May 17 to increase interoperability and
provide an opportunity for the Georgian Coast Guard
Boarding Teams to work with NATO counterparts. . NATO

Caspian Sea CRISIS WATCH
(14-20 MAY 18)

1.Washington to Host 3rd Trans-Caspian Forum

TEHRAN, May 21 (MNA) – Issues looming over IranTurkmenistan’s economic relations were discussed at
Monday’s session of the Iranian Parliament National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission, said the
commission’s spokesman today. Hossein Naghavi Hosseini
said today’s session convened at the Parliament National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission aimed to review
and find ways to resolve the current issues hindering
economic relations between Iran and Turkmenistan.
The session was attended by a number of officials from
petroleum and energy ministries, CEO of National Iranian
Gas Company, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Central
Bank of Iran.

May 18 2018 – The Caspian Policy Center and the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce hold the third Trans-Caspian Forum on May 18th
in Washington, D.C. with the support of the embassies of
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The forum unites policy and
business leaders from the U.S. and seven trans-Caspian corridor
countries to discuss opportunities and challenges for enhancing
mutually beneficial strategic engagement in business, trade and
investment. (caspianpolicy)
2. Russian diplomat: Convention on Caspian Sea’s Legal Status
may be signed at Astana Summit
10 May 2018. A convention on the legal status of the Caspian
Sea may be signed at a summit of the Caspian states which is
planned to be held in Astana in August 2018, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin told. “Intensive work is
underway at the level of experts in connection with Caspian
Sea’s legal status. We want the upcoming Astana summit of
Caspian states will yield results,” he said. (KazTAG)

Economic issues in the two countries’ bilateral
cooperation, particularly the dispute over gas swap, were
discussed at the session, Naghavi Hosseini said.
Other topics of discussion included energy transactions
between the two sides, from both private and public
sectors. The parliamentary official said the participants
stressed that these issues need to be resolved as soon as
possible. Mehrnews

3. Legal status of Caspian Sea to be discussed in Astana
21 May 2018 12:18. The regular meeting of the Special Working
Group of the Caspian littoral states on the preparation of the
Convention on the legal status of the sea will be held in Astana,
Kazakhstan, May 21-24, 2018, the Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
told Trend May 21.
A delegation led by Azerbaijan’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khalaf
Khalafov is on visit to Astana in this regard.
During the meeting, along with the Convention’s project, it is
also planned to discuss other documents related to the Fifth
Summit of the Heads of the Caspian littoral states.
As part of the visit, it is also planned to hold bilateral political
consultations between the foreign ministries of Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan. azernews

4. Iran works to untangle relations with Turkmenistan

Assessment:

5 .PENETRON Upgrades Caspian Sea Oil Pipeline

- Besides there is an expectation highlighted for the hope that the legal status of Caspian Sea could be soon resolved in
Astana Meeting, there is also a strong will by The Russian side exposed by the statements which showed their eagerness of an
agreement signature in the upcoming convention. So, it should have appropriate provisions for Russia. Note that, together
with Iran, Russia cites the lack of legal status and ecological concerns as a ground for opposition to Trans-Caspian Pipeline.
Mentioning of stability implies that if it’s not signed, stability might be spoiled, since there is no problem with the stability in
the region as far as we know. So it seems to be a threat to ones who resist signing the convention the way Russia wants.

MAY 21, 2018. Successful tests of the new pumping
stations added to the massive Caspian Pipeline –
completed May 2018 – will increase throughput of the
crude oil pipeline connecting the oil fields of Kazakhstan
with the world market. PENETRON technology was used
extensively during the construction of the original
pipeline and the ongoing upgrade projects – to maximize
the durability of the concrete elements in the valve wells.
Construction of the Caspian Pipeline Consortium (CPC)
began in 1992 by the Russian, Kazakhstani and Omani
governments (and a number of private shareholders) to
develop and build an oil pipeline from Kazakhstan to
export routes in the Black Sea. The pipeline was the
largest international oil transportation project in the
world, at 1,510 km (940 miles) long. prweb

- Russia and Iran have wanted to retain the right of giving the final decision on main pipeline projects through the Caspian
Sea. So, they impose provisions requiring the approval of all littoral states of environmental impact assessments of such
projects which gives them the right to block any project they see contrary to their own interests, e.g. Trans-Caspian Pipeline
Project between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan.
Iran is also in search for alternative ways to strengthen its position such as attempts to prosper bilateral relations with
Turkmenistan and so.

Horn of Africa CRISIS WATCH

6.La Fayette seizes over $60M USD Heroin in Red Sea Marine
Nationale Frigate La Fayette continues to provide outstanding
support to Combined Task Force 150 (CTF 150) and Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF), by interdicting a suspicious dhow and
seizing 260 Kgs of heroin on May 11, 2018. It is her third seizure
of narcotics in less than a month. In an operation coordinated
by CTF 150 headquarters, Marine Nationle Frigate La Fayette
was conducting maritime security operations and working
closely with a French Navy Falcon patrol aircraft. CMF
7.CMF addresses Copenhagen Maritime Security Conference
May 15, 2018. Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) have
participated in the Maritime Security in Africa – Beyond Piracy
conference in Copenhagen on 2 May 2018 to share valuable
lessons learnt by the coalition, and gain insight from a number
of key global delegates. The conference, attended by hundreds
of delegates from around the world, was organised by the
University of Copenhagen to discuss maritime issues on both
the East and West coasts of Africa. CMF
8.HMAS Warramunga continues to sweep up May 14, 2018.
HER Majesty’s Australian Ship (HMAS) Warramunga has once
again been successful in supporting the Combined Maritime
Forces counter terrorism campaign plan by seizing 295kgs of
heroin as part of Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 Maritime
Security Operations. The result of this latest interdiction was
the seizure and destruction of heroin valued at approx $69
million USD. This is HMAS Warramunga’s eleventh successful
interdiction in five months and brings the Royal Australian Navy
Frigate’s impressive total of narcotics interdicted to approx
19.3 tonnes of hashish and 2.1 tonnes of heroin totalling
Assessment:
approx $1.2 billion USD.CMF
Socotra Island inhabitants want none of them but the tension has been prompted with some non-coordinated actions in the 9.Galmudug Coast Guard put through their paces by crew of
area by the local actor UAE where Saudis responded with a counter move to stabilize a potential crisis between Yemen and EU NAVFOR’s Italian Flagship Margottini May 16, 2018. From
UAE.
the 11th to 13th May 2018, Italian sailors and marines from the
China shows his power and presence one more time in the framework of peacekeeping and humanitarian framework, as
EU NAVFOR flagship, ITS Margottini worked with members of
mostly they try to build up partnerships and camaraderie in many other parts of the world.
the Galmudug Coast Guard. EUNAVFOR
French and Australian ships’ performance in the struggle with drug smugglings under the framework of CMF is remarkable
10.EU NAVFOR ships meet in Western Indian Ocean May 18,
and respectful.
2018. The Commanding Officer of ESPS Meteoro extended a
EUNAVFOR’s cooperation with African nations point the importance of local support in the success of the operations in the
warm welcome to EUNAVFOR’s Force Commander, Rear
region.
Admiral Simone Malvagna, whilst on counter-piracy patrols off
the coast of Somalia.EUNAVFOR
11.ESPS Meteoro helps Seychellois military improve maritime
effectiveness. May 17, 2018.On the morning of the 15th May
2018, EU NAVFOR’s Spanish warship Meteoro visited the
Regional Coordination Operations Centre (RCOC) to support the
Seychelles Military counter-piracy effort.
EUNAVFOR
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1.Troops in Yemen's Socotra island 14 May. A Saudi military
spokesman says that its troops have landed on the Yemeni island
of Socotra, listed by UNESCO as a world natural heritage site and
the focus of a dispute between Yemen and its ally the United
Arab Emirates. Turki al-Malki, spokesman for the Saudi-led
coalition fighting Yemen's Shiite rebels, says Sunday that the
Saudi troops are on a training and support mission for Yemeni
forces foxnews
2.As Saudi Arabia and the UAE struggle for control of Socotra,
Yemen’s island paradise may just swap one occupation for
another 20 May 2018. In the last two weeks the Arab coalition
helping Yemen’s exiled government fight Houthi rebels on the
mainland has ruptured in a standoff over geopolitically strategic
Socotra. The island’s 60,000 inhabitants have taken to the streets
demanding either the removal of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
the Yemeni government, or independence from both.
(independent)
3.Djibouti pupils visit PLA support base in Djibout iMay. 15–
Over 100 students from local primary schools in Djibouti visited
the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) Support Base there on
the morning of May 13, local time. The support base is China's
first overseas base of this kind. CHINA MOD
4.Chinese naval escort ship arrives in Djibouti for replenishment
May 16– The guided-missile frigate Xuzhou of the 29th escort
taskforce of the PLA Navy arrived at the Port of Djibouti on
Monday, for five days of rest and replenishment. The Chinese
frigate will be replenished with vegetables, fruits and other
necessities and have its equipment checked and maintained.
Since taking over the mission of escorting merchant ships in the
Gulf of Aden and waters off Somali coast from the 28th Chinese
naval escort taskforce on May 2, the 29th taskforce has provided
escort for seven merchant ships in the Gulf of Aden. CHINA MOD
5.PLA support base in Djibouti conducts live-ammunition
exercises May. 15.The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA)
Support Base in Djibouti conducted on May 12 a live ammunition
exercise at a national shooting range in Djibouti to inspect the
performance of armaments and improve the troops' combat
effectiveness in counter-terror actions and quick-response
capability to emergencies under high temperature environment.
Featuring counter-terrorism operations, the exercise involved 15
subjects including armored group assaulting, multi-route pursuing
and attacking, heavy and light firepower coordinated shooting,
with various types of weapons used to conduct precision strike
against the “terrorists” targets. CHINA MOD

