Asia Pacific CRISIS WATCH
1.28th Chinese Naval Escort Taskforce is in Gabon and
South Africa: 18 June. After Nigeria, Ghana and Cameroon;
the Chinese guided-missile frigate Yancheng, the
commanding ship of the 28th Chinese naval escort Task
Force, made a visit at the Port of Owendo in Libreville,
Gabon. Gabonese President and Gabonese Defense
Minister visited the Chinese frigate. The 28th Chinese naval
escort taskforce, composing of the guided missile frigates
Yancheng and Weifang and supply ship Taihu, departed
from Libreville after wrapping up its visit to Gabon and
headed to South Africa. (China Defence Ministry)
2.Japan Protests South Korean Military Drills Near
Contested Islands: 18 June. South Korea has angered Japan
by staging military drills near Dokdo/Takeshima islands,
even as it discusses scaling back joint “war games” with the
US to de-escalate tensions with North Korea. The South
Korean military dispatched six warships and aircraft
including F-15K fighter jets and Black Hawk helicopters to
practice the defense Dokdo/Takeshima Islands in waters
east of the Korean Peninsula. The South Korean conducts
drills twice a year and drills are expected to last two days.
(CNN)
3.Royal Navy Frigate Deploys to Asia: 19 June. Type 23
frigate HMS Argyll became the third Royal Navy ship to
deploy to Asia as she got underway from her Devonport
Naval base. The frigate will be spending the next ninemonths in Asia, sailing as far as Japan as part of a national
push to strengthen military and diplomatic ties in the
region. The ship will also undertake military exercises with
the Japanese Defence Force. Argyll will visit Australia and
New Zealand as well. Two other Plymouth ships, HMS
Sutherland and HMS Albion, are now deployed to the East
Asia region.(Naval Today)
4.Chinese Frigate Binzhou Arrives in Germany and Poland
for “Kiel Week”: 19 June. The guided-missile frigate
Binzhou (Hull 515) of the 29th Chinese naval escort
taskforce arrived at a naval port in Kiel, Germany on June 15
for a friendly visit and participation of the “Kiel Week”
activities. This is the second time that the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy has taken part in this event. The
Chinese guided-missile frigate Xiangtan went to Germany
for the “Kiel Week” in 2016. Then, Binzhou has sailed into
Gdynia port of Northern Poland on June 22 and has started
a five-day friendly visit to Poland.(Chinese Defence
Ministry)

(18-24 JUNE 18)
Assessment:
There is no trust between South Korea and Japan from
historical perspective even they pretend they are ally. The
only security issue about North Korea makes together
South Korea and Japan with the understanding of “My
enemy’s enemy is my ally”. It possibly means South Korea
and Japan relations may be damaged if North Korea keeps
normalization.
Britain is one of the countries respond to US’ call which is
more assertive approach in South China Sea compared to
their previous freedom of navigation operations. Britain
draws attention and emphasizes that the dispute in South
China Sea is a global problem rather than a complication
between US and China. The deployments indicate that the
tension may escalate in South China Sea in the following
days.
After the reorganization of the National Defense University,
the International Defense Forum has been upgraded to the
international defense forum, with its duration extending
from one to two days. China tries to establish better
understanding and trust among militaries of various
countries around the world.
Vietnam has asked China to withdraw military equipment
from the South China Sea. Vietnam is also concerned about
the information that all militarization activities, including
the installation of missiles on the Spratly islands, is a
serious violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty. U.K. shows her
supports Vietnam's policies and military by giving military
training courses to their Coast Guard.

Under the new Chinese Coast Guard command chain, Armed Police units take orders directly from the force's headquarters, which,
likewise, follows directives from the Central Military Commission instead of instructions from both the commission and the State
Council. With the new command chain; China possibly aims to show more effective reaction to FONOPs in South China Sea which are
conducted by the U.S. and European countries.
The US Navy operations were part of a routine and regularly scheduled patrol as a combat-ready force that protects and defends the
collective maritime interests of its allies and partners in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
Chinese Navy shows its capability as participating an exercise thousands of miles away from homeport. Chinese Navy also realize
diplomatic task by visiting African countries in order to increase the relationships with these countries.
Kiel Week has hosted over 30 warships from 14 nations from June 16 to 24. Chinese frigate was one of the participants. It is also
interesting and important that the Chinese frigate has visited Poland which is an old eastern blogger country.

5.Chinese National Defense University’s International
Defense Forum: 22 June. The 1st International Defense
Forum kicked off at its International College by National
Defense University (NDU) of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) and is aimed at strengthening
military exchanges and cooperation between China and
foreign countries. Focusing on the theme of “new
changes of war forms and operational patterns”, the
forum is designed to conduct in-depth study of cases of
regional wars or conflicts in the Post-Cold War world, and
analyze the basic features, impacts and future trends of
modern wars and combat patterns. (Chinese Defense
Ministry)
6.Royal Navy Experts Train with Vietnam Coast Guard,
Navy Personnel: 22 June. Royal Navy’s International
Maritime Training Team helped training Vietnam Coast
Guard personnel. As part of a program to support and
enhance the ability of the Vietnam Coast Guard to
monitor internationally recognized Exclusive Economic
Zone. The ‘Maritime Security Operations Course’ covered
topics such as International Maritime Law, Embarked
Aviation, Rules of Engagement, International Ship & Port
Security and Maritime Security. (Naval Today)
7.Enforcement Powers of China Coast Guard Expanded:
23 June. Chinese national lawmakers passed a resolution
specifying the authority and responsibilities of the China
Coast Guard. The resolution makes it clear that the force
is tasked with cracking down on illegal activities at sea,
safeguarding security and order of maritime operations,
protecting the marine environment and ecosystems,
regulating the fishing industry, and coordinating and
training local governments' maritime law enforcement.
The resolution was adopted at the National People's
Congress.
8.US Navy Activities in Asia Pacific: 19 June. U.S., Japan
and Indian Naval Forces concluded trilateral maritime
exercise Malabar 2018 off the coast of Guam. 21 June.
The Pacific Partnership 2018 (PP18) mission concluded
after completing mission stops in Japan and throughout
South and Southeast Asia. Service members participating
in PP18 departed Yokosuka aboard Military Sealift
Command hospital ship USNS Mercy. US Navy guidedmissile destroyer USS Higgins wrapped up a seven-month
deployment to the 5th and 7th Fleet areas of operation,
returning to its homeport of San Diego.The 24th annual
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training exercise
between the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, and Royal Thai
Navy concluded in Pattaya, Thailand. (C7F)

Horn of Africa CRISIS WATCH
(18-24 JUNE 18)
1. Port in a Decisive Storm: The battle for Hudayda 21 June.
The battle for the Yemeni city of Hudayda has begun. Part of
the backbone of international aid operations and Yemen’s
economy, Hudayda contains the most important port under
the control of the Houthis – the Zaidi Shia rebel group that
seized control of most of the country in 2014. Hudayda has
long been in the sights of the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen,
which aims to reinstate the internationally recognised Yemeni
government. Despite vocal opposition from key Western
powers and international aid organisations, the coalition
announced on 12 June the formal launch of its operation to
capture the city. ECFR
2. French Warship in action against drug smuggling Within a
month of joining Combined Task Force 150 (CTF150), the
French frigate, Nivôse, has seized 251 kilograms of heroin in
the latest success for the Marine Nationale in the Indian
Ocean. The ship, whose home base is in the French overseas
department of Réunion, is currently conducting operations in
support of the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). The resulting
search discovered 251 kilograms of heroin, worth an estimated
2.6 million US Dollars (approximately €2.2 million) in East
Africa. The illicit narcotics were subsequently seized and
destroyed by the crew of the Nivôse. CMF
3. US Navy support to EUNAVFOR 18 June. In the spirit of
fostering continued cooperation between international
partners and to support counter-piracy operations in the
region, US tanker USNS Bighorn has conducted a
Replenishment At Sea with EU NAVFOR Spanish warship ESPS
Meteoro.. EUNAVFOR
4. That time the US and North Korea teamed up to fight
Somali pirates 19 June. More than a decade before that, the
crew of the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS James E.
Williams received even praise to help North Koreans against
piracy. In 2007, a North Korean cargo ship name Dai Hong Dan
was attacked by Somali pirates 70 miles northeast of
Mogadishu. The pirates turned out to be the same dock
workers responsible for the ship's safe passage in and out of
the port facilities of Mogadishu. North Korea's state news
agency, gave USrare praise in its coverage of the incident,
saying: “We feel grateful to the United States for its assistance
given to our crewmen. This case serves as a symbol of the
DPRK-U.S. cooperation in the struggle against terrorism. We
will continue to render international cooperation in the fight
against terrorism in the future, too.” wearethe mighty

Assessment:
In Hudayda, International actors must continue to pressure both sides in the Yemen conflict to maintain the flow of aid
and prevent catastrophic civilian hardship. They must continue their work to de-escalate the broader conflict and rebuild
trust across Yemeni society.
French Warship seizures impact on the ability of terrorist organizations to fund their illegal activity and is a key aim of
CTF150, along with the interdiction of illicit weapons and charcoal. EUNAVFOR and CMF collective efforts in the region to
provide safe and secure environment in the region are exposed one more time in the counter-paricy exercise.
RAS between US –EUNAVFOR ships shows that working together and the sharing of resources between maritime military
partners and EU NAVFOR is supporting EU NAVFOR’s mandate to deter, prevent and repress piracy, allowing the free
flow of international maritime trade
Ethiopia’s will for a Navy may most likely realize as a maritime branch of its armed forces but not a navy Since it would
take really long and dedicated time for the procurement of ships and training of the force.

5. Why landlocked Ethiopia wants to launch a navy 14 June.
When Eritrea gained independence in 1993, Ethiopia suddenly
found itself without a coastline and so it took the logical step of
disbanding its navy. Now, it is reconsidering its decision and its
latest manoeuvres in the region suggest it could be shopping
around its neighbourhood to find a naval base it can use. Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed recently said on state TV: “We built one
of the strongest ground and air force in Africa… we should build
our naval force capacity in the future. Ethiopia recently signed a
deal to take a stake in the port of Djibouti, which now handles
roughly 95% of all its exports and imports. Ethiopia also still has
a civilian maritime institute which trains more than 500 marine
engineers and electro-technical officers each year, with plans to
train more than 1,000 officers annually. Is a navy feasible?
Timothy Walker, a maritime researcher at ISS, however
cautioned that it would take decades for Ethiopia to have a
fully fledged naval unit. “Many African countries do not have a
sufficient navy and if you look at the Horn of Africa, the big
world powers are the ones who operate there,” Mr Walker
said. BBC
6. EU NAVFOR protecting World Food Programme shipments
to Somalia 20 June. Since the start of Operation Atalanta in
2008, EU NAVFOR has protected over 1.7 million tonnes of
World Food Programme (WFP) aid shipments that has
supported Somalia. Protecting vulnerable vessels in the Indian
Ocean and Gulf of Aden is one of our key mandated tasks. EU
NAVFOR warships ensure the safe delivery of food aid to
Somalia and other countries in the Western Indian Ocean, by
protecting WFP vessels as they transit through high threat
areas around the Horn of Africa and the Somali Basin. We work
in partnership with Combined Maritime Forces and other
regional maritime security agencies to protect vulnerable
vessels from the dangers of piracy and armed robbery at sea.
EUNAVFOR
7. CJTF-HOA Welcomes New Commander Djibouti– US Service
members deployed to Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of
Africa welcomed their new commander, U.S. Army Brig. Gen.
James Craig, during a change of command ceremony, June 14.
CJTF-HOA
8. Spain to take over UK-led EU mission after Brexit
22 June. Spain is set to take over Britain’s command of an EU
maritime mission that combats Somali pirates next year as
Madrid seeks a bigger military role after Brexit, EU diplomats
and officials said. Under the deal, Spain has also offered to help
Italy in dealing with migrants crossing the Mediterranean, they
said. reuters

1.Moscow Reinforces Missile Capabilities in Syria 19 June.
Moscow continued to reinforce its missile capabilities in Syria
despite its assertions that large-scale military operations in the
war-torn country have ended. (Al-Awsat)
2.Are These Russian Ships Abandoned in Syria 12
June According to the Israeli operator, satellite images show
that only one Kilo-class submarine remained in Tartus
maritimeherald
3.Recognizing the differences while valuing the difference. 19
June. Rome. The “Gender mainstreaming” seminar is part of
the series of initiatives put in place by EUNAVFOR MED on
Gender, to advance gender topics even within the EU Common
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and to strengthen gender
equality in all aspects of the operation operationsophia
4.Winston S. Churchill Arrives in Palma de Mallorca The
Arleigh Burk guided-missile destroyer USS Winston S. Churchill
arrived in Palma, Spain, for a scheduled port visit, June 21. C6F
5.USNS Trenton conducted a passenger transfer of 41 people
The Spearhead-class expeditionary fast transport USNS Trenton
conducted a passenger transfer of 41 people with ships from
the Italian Coast Guard off the coast of the island of Lampedusa,
Italy, June 17, 2018. C6F
6.USS Donald Cook arrives in Haifa The Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile destroyer USS Donald Cook arrived in Haifa,
Israel, June 21, 2018, for a scheduled port visit. C6F
7.USS Harry S. Truman visits France after short OIR stint US
Navy’s Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN
75) has arrived in Marseille, France, two months into its
deployment to Europe and Africa. navaltoday
8.European Maritime Force shapes up for Portuguese drill
Swordfish 2018 The non-standing force was activated after a
meeting of the political-military working group of
EUROMARFOR concluded in Paris on June 21. The activated
group consists of Italian frigate ITS Scirocco, Portuguese frigate
NRP Corte-Real, Spanish frigate ESPS Canarias, French
replenishment ship FS Somme and Royal Navy destroyer HMS
Duncan. These ships will be working together until June 28,
taking part in the Portuguese defense forces-hosted naval and
air exercise Swordfish 2018. navaltoday
9.Third round of talks on the delimitation of the maritime
zones of Greece and Albania The third round of talks between
Greece and Albania on the delimitation of their maritime zones
was completed yesterday, 22 June 2018, in Athens. MFA

Mediterranean Sea CRISIS WATCH
(11-24 JUNE 18)

Assessment:
Russian military circles said it is unlikely that the movement towards Tartus was linked to military operations in Idlib.
Experts instead said the cruiser activity was part of the re-positioning of Russian forces and reinforcement of capabilities
in the Mediterranean.
Among the main actions undertaken by EUNAVFOR MED, the gender issue in favour of operation Sophia personnel and,
finally, the implementation of a specific Gender Strategy, implemented in accordance with the requirements of the
European External Action Service.
Greece has solved her long exist problems with neighbor in peaceful manner countries Macedonia and Albania and also
try to adapt same process and enhance the peaceful environment in Mediterranean region by increasing relation with
Egypt, Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon and also Palestine. Nevertheless there are many parties who will involve in peace process
unlike bilateral agreement with Macedonia and Albania. The heating tension with Turkey is the biggest obstacle in the
region in this sense. Delimitation of sea border with Albania ensure Greece flexible operational area in terms of
hydrocarbon research projects in the Adriatic Sea.
At present Italy and Greece have assumed the burden of taking care of the refugees because of their geographical
position and the fact that, under EU law (Dublin Agreement), migrants can apply for asylum in the first EU country they
enter. Therefore Italy and Greece want all the refugees to be permanently allocated along all EU 28 member-states.
Even though here was a plan to share those countries burden by being accepted migrants by EU states, in practice the
program was not executed because of many EU members who are against the program. On the other hand, such as
France, Austria, Hungary and Poland several EU countries have been closing their borders for migrants or not accepting
any migrants at all. The EU has largely abandoned Italy and Greece to deal with large numbers of migrants and refugees.
Consequently, recent developments cause Greece and Italy unwillingly and rightly to not get strict or loose the measures
against migrants passage to desired countries at the border with other EU-members. Secondly, it will be difficult
returning of migrants who stepped first Italy or Greece due to both countries' unwillingness to accept them and the
Dublin may turn into nonfunctional. Thirdly, If Greece and Italy block the refugees inflows, it brings more tragedy in the
sea along. To this end EU need to draft a new relocation program and most probably this subject will be handle in detail
during EU summit in Brussels on 28 and 29 June 2018.

9.Maritime Agreement Between Albania And Greece
Finalized 15 Jun, It seems Greece is progressing successfully
towards concluding a long-term dispute with its neighbour.
After the finalization of the name issue with Macedonia earlier
this week, another essential issue is finally being closed – the
maritime agreement with Albania. Stariz.
10.Macedonia changes name, ending bitter dispute with
Greece 17 June. On a historic day for a region long soaked in
the politics of animosity, the prime ministers of the
neighbouring states declared that the bitter dispute over
Macedonia’s name was finally over b agreeing to rename itself
the Republic of North Macedonia. The guardian
11.State Department: Greece anchor of stability in East Med
and Western Balkans Washington is cultivating Greece as “an
anchor of stability in the Eastern Mediterranean and the
Western Balkans,” said Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs, Wess Mitchell, in a speech at the
Heritage Foundation in Washington. Ekathimerini
12.Italy says Malta not taking in migrant ship is 'inhumane 22
June Italy said on Friday Malta had refused to take in a Dutchflagged ship carrying more than 200 rescued migrants and said
the decision was “inhumane”, 10 days after shutting its own
ports to a migrant vessel. reuters
13.Survivors say at least 60 refugees died in Mediterranean 20
june. At least 60 refugees were killed after their rubber dinghy
sank in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Libya last week,
survivors have said presstv
14.Europe has obligation to accept and protect refugees: Red
Cross 17 June. The Red Cross has called on members of the
European Union to accept and protect refugees “according to
international law for refugees but also according to the
principles of humanity.”presstv
15.Libyan navy rescues 379 illegal immigrants off western
coast 22 June. Libyan navy on Thursday rescued 379 illegal
immigrants in two separate operations off the western coastal
town of Garrabulli, a navy spokesman said .xinhuanet
16.Spain to take in 629 migrants rejected by Italy 11
June Spain will take in the 629 migrants on board the Aquarius
'for humanitarian reasons' after Italy's right-wing government
refused to let them dock in the country. The would-be refugees
were rescued by the charity SOS Méditerranée, but Italian
authorities sent them to Malta instead. Malta, however, also
refused to let them disembark on national territory. Thinkspain
17. Aquarius migrant rescue ship docks in Spain following
rejection by Italy 17 June, The ship Aquarius, carrying over a
hundred migrants rescued at sea, has reached port city of
Valencia/ Spain on Sunday after being rejected by Italy and
Malta. The case highlights rifts in the EU over how to deal with
huge numbers of people fleeing to Europe. DW

Black Sea CRISIS WATCH
(10-24 JUN 18)

12 June 2018, The interim results of a feasibility study on a
proposed Balkan gas hub project in Bulgaria show that the
preferred option envisages a new entry point from Turkey,
Bulgaria's gas transmission system operator Bulgartransgaz
said on Tuesday. The feasibility study advises for
implementing the project in two stages – first, through a
new entry point from Turkey, followed by a new entry
point near Varna, on the Black Sea coast, where the hub
will be situated, Bulgartransgaz said in a statement
following a presentation of the interim results of the
feasibility study before the European Commission. Experts
are also looking into other entry points, including new or
already existing infrastructure from Greece and Turkey,
Bulgartransgaz added. (Seenews) (https://goo.gl/Pi3gpc)

1. Russian Navy commander highlights upcoming deliveries of
missile corvettes to Black Sea Fleet
19 June 2018, Admiral Vladimir Korolev, commander-in-chief of
the Russian Navy, announced on 15 June on the official
Krasnaya Zvezda news portal that his service is being equipped
with Project 22160 Vasiliy Bykov-class patrol vessels.
In addition, nine Project 21631 Buyan-M-class missile corvettes
have been commissioned and five more are under construction,
destined for the Baltic and Black Sea Fleets and Caspian Flotilla.
Adm Korolev said the new frigate Admiral Makarov will arrive in
Sevastopol in August-September.
The Project 22160 first-of-class Vasily Bykov, destined for the
Black Sea Fleet, was launched at Zelenodolsk Shipyard on the
Volga near Kazan, Tartarstan, on 28 August 2017, and is
currently undergoing sea trials. (JANES) (https://goo.gl/4SjN5e)
2. World’s biggest construction vessel ‘Pioneering Spirit’
passes through Dardanelles
19 June 2018, The world’s largest pipe-laying vessel, the
“Pioneering Spirit,” passed through the Dardanelles Strait for
the second time on June 19. The strait was temporarily closed
to naval traffic.
The 382-meter-long vessel Pioneering Spirit, the size of several
football fields, left Rotterdam port in the Netherlands on June
8, where it received maintenance and repair services.
The vessel is now sailing to the Black Sea in order to finish the
deep-water construction of the second offshore line of
TurkStream.
TurkStream is a project which aims to pump Russian gas to
Turkey and Europe while avoiding Ukraine.
The second line of the TurkStream natural gas pipeline will have
a capacity of 15.75 billion cubic meters (bcm) per year and will
carry Russian gas to European markets. (Hurriyetdailynews)
(https://goo.gl/iPmRTW)
3. UNIAN: Russia seizes nearly 90 percent of Ukraine’s Black
Sea fishery resources
12 June 2018, Deputy head of the State Fishery Agency noted
that in such conditions, fishing in the Azov Sea remains
important for Ukraine. (Kyivpost) (https://goo.gl/eDWevf)

4. Feasibility study for Bulgarian gas hub project favours
new entry point from Turkey

5. Poroshenko, EU leaders to discuss Russian threat in
Black, Azov Sea

Assessment:
- As we mentioned before, even though Russia Defence Budget has decreased in recent years, She has been
strengthening Black Sea Fleet step by step. Russia’s annexation of Crimea had two immediate effects: Kiev stopped to
constrain Russia’s Black Sea Fleet build-up and modernization, and Russia increased the size and strength of Russia’s
Black Sea Fleet.

- The 910-kilometer TurkStream project is one of several major undersea pipeline projects Russia has pushed in recent
years in an effort to bypass older pipeline networks that transit through bitter rival Ukraine. Russia`s aim is to gain more
clout among US allies in Europe by pushing to widen its access to European energy markets.
- The conflict between Ukraine and Russia seems to expand into the maritime domain, however it is unlikely that this
tension would evolve into another conflict between Russia and Ukraine because Russia is currently focused on Syria
conflict. On the contrary if a military conflict starts at black sea, Ukraine would be the disadvantageous side given that it
has almost no credible naval force left to protect its maritime interests.

18 June 2018, Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko
intends to discuss Russia’s threats to country’s security in
the Black Sea and Sea of Azov with the EU leaders during
the Ukraine-EU summit on July 9. President wrote this on
his Facebook page.
“We are counting on a firm position of the EU on the
challenges caused by Russia in the Black Sea and the Sea of
Azov. We will discuss this question with the EU leaders at
the Summit on July 9,” he wrote.
As it was reported earlier, Petro Poroshenko, during a
meeting in Germany with President of the European
Council Donald Tusk, agreed to hold the Jubilee 20th
Ukraine-EU summit in the summer of this year in
Brussels. The parties at the meeting also discussed the
situation in Donbas, the course of the JFO, the violation of
the armistice by Russia and the continuation
(strengthening) of anti-Russian sanctions.
(112.International) (https://goo.gl/QJPrJN)

- Turkey has been gaining more crucial role every day in terms of being energy transit country.

6. Russian Defense Ministry rejects reports about putting
Black Sea Fleet on high alert

- Ukraine would like to get full support from EU countries against Russia however there are some critical issues as Energy
dependency, so that EU countries especially Germany is trying to balance between Russia and other EU countries,
because Germany is highly dependent on Russia’s gas and she doesn`t want a political tension with Russia.

14 June 2018, Russia’s Defense Ministry has rejected a
media report claiming that the Black Sea Fleet was put on
high alert. (TASS) (https://goo.gl/PZc7L1)

